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May 17, 2026    †   The Ascension of the Lord

From The Pastor
    There is more than what meets the eye in the
Ascension of Jesus. More than simply ascending into
heaven after the Resurrection, the feast of the Ascension
signals an essential movement in the work of our
redemption. As a Solemnity, the Ascension rises to the
highest level of a feast day. Why? That Jesus ascends to
heaven in glory after his Resurrection is obvious. What is
less clear and not often understood is that the ascension
of Jesus is also the ascension and exaltation of all
humanity. 
   The Church expresses the Paschal Mystery in three
movements of Divine action. It begins with the work of
creation as God creates out of love for the sake of love
and the ultimate union of all that is created. The second
movement of God’s action is the work of redemption.
The work of redemption was always present with God as
the Word to be made flesh. Our redemption actively
begins with the Annunciation of the angel Gabriel to the
Virgin Mary. With Mary’s yes to the invitation of the
angel, the infant Jesus is conceived in her womb. “And
the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us.” Jesus matures into the adult Christ surrendering
himself to the Cross to defeat the lie of evil, the disorder
of sin, and the sadness of death. 
   This is the Paschal Mystery: through death to new life.
Jesus, the Divine Son freely chose to give his life for the
sake of our redemption. The Incarnation expresses two
movements. God in Christ, descends from the heavens
through the power of the Holy Spirit to assume human
flesh. Christ closes the gap between heaven and earth
accepting our human condition in all things but sin, to
reconcile us to the Father bringing unity to all humanity
and creation. 
   The feast of the Ascension completes the second
movement of God’s action of creation – redemption. As
expressed in the second reading today, Jesus ascends in
exalted glory to the Father in heaven. The Christ, now
risen from the dead, is received into glory by the Father.
Having accepted our humanity and physicality, as Jesus
ascends to heaven in his glorified human-divine nature,
we ascend with him. Thus, his ascension becomes our
own. The humanity of Jesus accepts and contains all
humanity redeemed and justified through his dying and
rising. 
    

    The Ascension completes the physical work-action of
the Incarnation. The completed work of the Son initiates
the third movement of God’s work of creation-
redemption-fulfillment. The third movement is the
sending of the Holy Spirit. Christ is now present in all
creation through the work-action of the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit is given to all believers through the waters of
Baptism to empower us to put into action in our lives the
love Jesus modeled in his life. 
   Christ lives on in us and is made present in the world
through the Holy Spirit. This is made clear in today’s
gospel as Jesus gives the disciples and all believers the
great commission: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” This is the mission of
all believers who seek the Divine way. 
   We are already in Christ. Through his blood we have
been redeemed. In him and through him our place in
heaven has been prepared. The invitation of our faith is to
know Jesus in himself. To know Jesus as the Divine One,
we ponder the life he lived as shared with us through the
gospels. Further, through the grace and identity given us
in Baptism, we are to know, accept, and love ourselves as
the beloved of God in whom Christ dwells. This sounds
like an impossible task which is precisely why we need
and have been given the Holy Spirit. We cannot do it on
our own, but if we accept, allow, and pay attention to the
Holy Spirit, God will show the way. On a conscious or
unconscious level, we are all seeking and longing for
God. Why? Because God is always seeking and longing
for us. This is what love does. The lover always seeks and
longs for the beloved. 
   The Ascension is more than a nice way to get Jesus
back to heaven after the Resurrection. It serves as an
essential movement of our redemption that inspires our
hope, promises us a share in God’s glory, and empowers
us with the Holy Spirit to know and follow the way. 
   For all the weakness, frustration, and inevitable failures
of our human nature, Christ the Incarnate One has set us
free. Feel the joy. Accept the Holy Spirit. Live a life of
peace, doing what you can to put more love into the
world. We are on our way to heaven.

                                                              Father John Esper
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Daily & Weekend Masses
 

Adoration on  Tuesdays
 8:45 am to 10:00am 

St. Vincent Ferrer Parish 

MONDAY, May 18, 2026
8:00am Mass: JoAnn Rearick(Memorial Birthday) req. by
Bernadette Gutowski
TUESDAY, May 19, 2026
8:00am Mass: Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family
WEDNESDAY, May 20, 2026
8:00am Mass:  Helen Gutowski† req. by Bernadette
Gutowski
THURSDAY, May 21, 2026
8:00am Mass: John Bryant and Odelia & Walter Joinville†
req. by Family
SATURDAY, May 23, 2026
4:00pm Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer
Donna Dietrich† req. by Family
Jason Bertolini† req.. by Family
Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family
SUNDAY, May 24, 2026
9:00am Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer
Maria Miceli† req. by Virga Family
Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family
Jane Miller† req. by Joan Oles
Paula Kish req. by Stan & Linda Yolkiewicz
Charlene Riddell† req. by John & Benie Turchin

 

 

 

 

 

DAILY MASS
 

8:00am   Monday thru Thursday
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday - 4:00pm 

Sunday - 9:00am 
 

SACRAMENT  OF  RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 3:00 - 3:45pm 

in Chapel 

Rosary on Thursdays
following 8:00am Mass 

 Live Streaming of the Following: 

 

Search for St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church (in 
Madison Heights) on youtube to find our channel or 

connect via our APP or website 

LIVE
STREAMING 

Liturgical Schedule

Contact Information

28353 Herbert St., Madison Heights, MI 48071 

248-542-8720      Fax 248-542-8721
Website: www.stvincentferrer.net 
 

Summer Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

 9am to Noon - 1:00pm to 4:30pm
 Closed Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 

 

Reverend John C. Esper, Priest in Solidum
Deborah Tourville, Bus. Mgr/Adult Faith Formation
Sheryl Brown, Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor
Jim Balistreri, Music Coordinator 
Carl Copen, Facilities Supervisor 
Alex Mototolea, Maintenance 

ST VINCENT FERRER PARISH OFFICE

For information on funerals
 contact the Parish Office 248-542-8720 

Readings for the Week

Intentions
MASS

Sunday:          Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47: 2-3, 6-7, 8-9/Eph 1:17
                       23/Mt 28:16-20
Monday:         Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/
                       Jn 16:29-33
Tuesday:        Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/
                       Jn 17:1-11a
Wednesday:   Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-
                       36ab/Jn 17:11b-19
Thursday:       Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,
                       9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26
Friday:            Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-
                      20ab/Jn 21:15-19
Saturday:       Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/
                      Jn 21:20-25
Next Sunday: Pentecost
                      Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or
                      Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24 and
                      35, 27-28, 29b-30/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39
                      Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-
                      20b/Ez 37:1-14/Jl 3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/
                      Jn 7:37-39 
                      Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1 and 24, 29-30,
                     31 and 34/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 



Our target for this 
year is

 $ 38,609.00.

2026

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND! 
 

REGISTER FOR AN AOD
RESTRUCTURING LISTENING SESSION 

 Tuesday, May 19th 7-9pm or
Thursday May 21st 7-9pm

  

      To register for the listening session get the link
at our website or visit: aod.org and click the “Learn
More About Archdiocesan Restructuring” button.
Then click the red “register here” button. Enter your
information and select the session.  If you do not
have online access, please contact the Parish
Office for help with registration.

 For information or questions contact any
person below or visit: restructuring.aod.org
 Primary Person of Contact: Debbie Tourville

 Key Parish Leaders: 
      Steve Orloski                 Tom Karolski
      Angie Maynard              Corrine McCarthy
      Linda Collins                  Judy McCown
      Mike Kairis                     Linda Yolkiewicz     

 

   In 2026, the length of the CSA 2026 campaign is
shortened and will end on December 31, 2026. This
is being done to in order to switch to the campaign
being on the calendar year. In 2027 and future years,
the CSA campaigns will be for the full calendar year
January 1st to December 31st. 
   As in past years, checks must be made payable to
Archdiocese of  Detroit-CSA and mailed to the gift
processing center in Minnesota using the return
envelope included in the packet mailed to
parishioners.  To make an electronic donation, please
follow the directions on the pledge cards.  
    If you did not receive a CSA letter packet and wish
to make a donation, please call the Parish Office. 
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Thank you to those who
have responded.

$ 4,520.00 has been
pledged or received in gifts.

ascension of our lord
    I recently read a book called “The Defining Decade” by
psychologist Dr. Meg Jay. She convincingly argues that a
person’s 20s are the most impactful decade of one’s life.
For example, a twenty-something who waits until she has
absolute clarity before making commitments typically drifts
and regrets it later. But those who dive into something
meaningful — even with doubts and questions — tend to
grow and find joy and better outcomes in life. In other
words, it takes courage, not perfect certainty, to move
forward. 
    As we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, that insight
comes alive in a new way. Matthew tells us: “When they
saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.” (Matthew
28:17) Even standing before the risen Christ, the disciples
were a mixture of adoration and hesitation. It is as though
they were in their spiritual 20s…unsure, doubting, but
nonetheless called to act in worship and mission. 
    Here is the key: Jesus does not tell them to wait until
they are sure of things. He sends them anyway: “Go,
therefore, and make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew
28:19) The mission of the Church begins not with perfect
certainty but with imperfect disciples who wonder and
worship. Then they get going. 
    That is us, too. We may feel unsure of ourselves,
perhaps full of hesitation about following Christ more fully.
But now is not the time to wait for perfect clarity. Now is the
time to worship and to go, trusting that he is with us always,
even to the end of the age. 
                                                              — Father John Muir 

©LPi

May  Crowning of Mary

Last Sunday, 

May 10, 2026

our statue of the

Blessed Mother,

Mary was crowned by

Elizabeth  Allen.

http://restructuring.aod.org/


 Observances of the Week

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
    “Go,” Jesus said, “and make disciples of all
nations.” How do we begin such an enormous task?
Discipleship is not a lifestyle, but an identity. We
begin by simply being disciples, by showing our
discipleship in all that we do and all that we are.
                                                                                            ©LPi  

...government leaders everywhere to seek wisdom in
finding peaceful solutions to world wars and tensions.
...medical and humanitarian aid for those                        
suffering from hardship due to catastrophic                            
weather, fires, floods, wars, earthquakes                             
and disasters.
,,,respect for life from conception to natural death
...the safety of men and women dedicated to protecting
lives and freedom.
...the homeless, the addicted and all who are suffering
physically, spiritually, mentally, and emotionally.
...all who are sick, homebound, undergoing or
recovering from surgery, medical procedures,
treatments or testing, and those who have made
specific prayer requests:

Lord Jesus,
  You are the Divine Physician and Healer. To You,
we lift up in prayer all who are lonely, homeless,
sick or addicted; all who are unemployed or
underemployed; all who are anxious or depressed
and all who are suffering in any way spiritually,
physically or emotionally. In their pain and
brokenness, we ask that you bring them the
comfort of your loving presence. In You, may they
find strength for the day and hope for the journey.  
Amen
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Sunday:          The Ascension of the Lord; World  
                       Communications Day
Monday:         St. John I, Pope and Martyr 
Wednesday:   St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest 
Thursday:       St. Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and
                        Companions, Martyrs 
Friday:            St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 
Next Sunday:  Pentecost Sunday 
                                                                           ©LPi

Dear St. Vincent Parish
 On behalf of the Franciscan Outreach Program, we
would like to thank you for your generous gift of $726.  
Your commitment to helping those less fortunate in our
community is sincerely appreciated.
Each year, the Franciscan Outreach Program continues
to advance in its mission of feeding the hungry.  With
your help, we are distributing food to over 600 families
monthly, with new requests continuing to come in.  The
food includes canned goods, fresh meat, baked goods,
produce. and diary.  Last year, we distributed over
1,025,899 pounds of food with your help.  We were also
able to invite 300 families to receive Thanksgiving
dinner packages.
The goal of the Franciscan Outreach Program is to
continue to make a difference in the lives of those in need
of help in today’s economy, and with your support, we
will be able to continue with our efforts.
We continue to remember you in our prayers and pray
that this year will be filled with many blessings for you
and your loved ones.
Thank you so very much!

Gratefully, 
Mary Wallace
Director of the Franciscan Outreach Program

                            COME   PRAY  THE  
                      ROSARY 

 

Administration Bldg. Patio 6:30pm
Every Monday beginning June 1, 2026  

 

   All are invited to join the Immaculata prayer group
in praying the rosary every Monday evening on the
Administration Building Patio at 6:30pm throughout
the summer. The Immaculata group prayers will be
prayed following the rosary with those who wish to
remain. In inclement weather, we may meet inside the
building.
 Please bring your own lawn chair, a rosary, your
prayer intentions, and, if needed, a bottle of water. If
you have any questions or need a rosary, please
contact the Parish Office.

     



MASS 4:00PM 9:00AM

Sacristan D Tourville D Tourville

Reader #1 P Miles R Grant

Reader #2 D Tourville D Tourville

EME P Miles T Karolski

EME T Riley R Grant

EME T Pasiak M Waskowski

Greeter R Bertolini D McLaughlin

Greeter L Collins M McLaughlin

Greeter N Oparka P Rarus

Greeter T Oparka R Juska-Svoba

Traveling Chalice Host Beginning May 23/24, 2026
Kathy Menard

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       LOYALTY, EXPLAINED!
    

    Pope Paul VI, in Ecclesia Suam, considered “loyalty,
perseverance and self-sacrifice” to be the distinguishing marks of
a Christian in a modern world that increasingly embraces
relativism. 
         “The follower of Christ is not pliant and cowardly, but loyal
and strong,” he wrote. 
    The virtue of loyalty is closely linked to the virtue of
obedience, wherein we freely submit ourselves to rightful
authority. As Catholics, we are called to be loyal to our bishops,
to Scripture and Tradition, to the teaching authority of the
Church (the Magisterium), and to the Christian way of life. 
       Loyalty is distinct from admiration for a person or institution,
and even from respect. Admiration and respect can be rightfully
earned and rightfully lost. Virtuous loyalty does not swerve from
its object, and it flows forth from the one who gives it. 
                                                                                                                                                      ©LPi

VIRTUES, EXPLAINED!
CONNECT WITH
TRADITION AND

GROW YOUR FAITH

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
May 23/24, 2026 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED

 Ascension of the Lord

Question:  Couldn’t Jesus have done more good if he
stayed on earth, rather than ascended into heaven?

Answer: This is an interesting question! During his
earthly life, Jesus gave sight to the blind, healed
paralytics, drove out demons, and fed thousands with
only a few loaves of bread. Imagine what he could have
done if he’d never ascended into heaven! Imagine what
our world could be! It’s an interesting thought to
consider, especially as the world faces challenges that
only seem to deepen and expand. Yet at the Last Supper,
Jesus says, “It is better for you if I go.” Why? His
response must have seemed strange to the Apostles at the
time. In his place, Jesus says, he will send the Paraclete,
the Comforter, the Advocate. He promises to send the
Holy Spirit.
    Jesus’ departure allows the Apostles to become the
leaders he has formed them to be. Jesus is no longer
situated in only one geographical location, and his
Church will never be a political kingdom. Soon after the
Ascension, we celebrate Pentecost — the descent of the
Holy Spirit and the radical empowerment of the followers
of Jesus. We share in that empowerment and in that
mission. Jesus is present in the sacraments, and he is
present in us. Through our faith, hope, and love, we are
called to be the good he does here on earth!            ©LPi

QUEST IONS  O F  TH E  WE EK  FOR  R E F L E CT ION  
1  Reading: Acts 1:1-11 st

Question: Just before his ascension, Jesus teaches his
disciples that they will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to
assist them in giving witness of Jesus throughout the world.
Where do you sense the Holy Spirit active in your life?

2  Reading: Eph 1:17-23  nd

Question: Paul offers a prayer of petition for believers to
receive a Spirit of wisdom, revelation, and enlightenment.
What might you petition from the Lord this week?

Gospel: Mt 28:16-20
Question: One of the final messages the resurrected
Jesus tells his disciples is that “all power in heaven and on
earth has been given to me.” Where do you see Jesus’
power at work on earth today?                                                                                                                              
                                                                                      ©LPi 



                                              Many times when we think of those who
                                    have died, we imagine escape from
                                    this world to a purely spiritual place.
                                    Jesus' Ascension can leave us in a
                                    place of confusion.   What happens 
                                    to Jesus? And why does this matter
                                    to us? 
     The Ascension has been confirmed in the Creed for two
millennia. In Jesus' Ascension, we're invited to consider our
own ultimate end. Regardless of death's reality now, we
believe in the resurrection of the body and the reunification
of body and soul. One day, earth and heaven will meet
perfectly and without end. We anticipate this "new heaven
and a new earth" at every Mass and throughout the beauty,
truth, and love of the Church and her members. Today,
celebrate a foreshadowing of the fullness we all await! ©LPi
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP &
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

 

          Saturday, May 23rd at 9:00am
          Faith Formation Office in School

The men’s fellowship group gathers for a scripture
reflection/sharing every other Saturday. All men are
welcome. No fees or registration are required. 

He Will Return
 

    I travel a good bit, which means I am away from my
wife and children for decent periods of time. But what
makes it easier for me, besides being able to share the
Good News of Jesus with people all over, is that I know
I will not be gone forever. I will return, and then all will
be well again. I have been called by God to be away
from them at times, but God always brings me back to
them.
     Each liturgical year, we celebrate Jesus' ascension
into heaven. The feast speaks much to who Jesus is
theologically. But in a very practical way, we also
acknowledge that he has gone to be with the Father, but
will return someday. Just as I return after a conference
or visit with a parish to those God has entrusted to me
and I love, Jesus will return to those entrusted to him
and whom he loves. 
     But just like when I am away, there are things to be
done. Life goes on for my wife and children with
school, work, activities, and the basic responsibilities of
family. In good stewardship, they are called to give
generously to each other and devote themselves to God.
Without them tending to things, upon my return I would
find everything in turmoil and disarray. Then when I
return, we become one again, and we are about the
Lord's work together. 
     The Lord ascended into heaven, but we are not to sit
by quietly awaiting his return. Much needs to be done.
He has entrusted much to us, expecting us to be good
stewards. If you think that you have all the time in the
world to complete the tasks at hand, think again. His
return will be when we least expect it. It is time to be
about our Father's work.        -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

©LPi

 I’m With You
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

One of the fun things toddlers and very young children do
is try to convince you that they aren’t lying — you’re just
misunderstanding reality.
“I am NOT hitting you,” they’ll insist as they pummel your
leg with their little fists, staring you down with the crazy-
eyed glare of a person who really believes they can make
something true if they say it loud enough.
It reminds me a little of Jesus, to be honest. “I am with you
always!” he assures us…as he’s literally leaving.
We know that Jesus is not a crazy-eyed toddler. He’s
telling the truth. So what in the world does he mean?
“I am with you.” We say this to one another when we want
them to know they have our support, often in a battle they
must fight alone. 
“I am with you.” My mother-in-law said this to me over
FaceTime during the pandemic shutdown as I was
mourning a miscarriage. We were dozens of miles apart
and quarantined.
“I am with you.” I say this to my children when they are
upset, frightened, melting down, sick — when they are
caught in the throes of a bad experience I cannot
personally climb into and stop.
I am with you. None of these promises are false. None of
them are lies.

And neither, really, is the toddler lying. She’s simply
experiencing reality as a person who can’t differentiate
feelings from actions, will from choice. “I’m not hitting you!”
she cries, when what she means to say is: “This anger is
stronger than I am.” 
How many times have I pounded my own fists, crying, “I
have faith!” when what I mean to say is, “My faith is failing.
Where are you?”
I am with you. 
This is the answer that always comes. The answer that will
always come. Reality is like that. It exists, unchanging,
whether we believe it or not.                                 ©LPi



Financial Stewardship Giving - Week Ending May 9/10, 2026
Fiscal Year 7-1-25 to 6-30-26 Budgeted Actual Over/Under YTD

Offertory Envelopes Used & e-fund participants 240 112

Offertory $5,185.00 $ 5,581.88 396.88 26,563.92

Energy/Hospitality/Flowers/Candles/Mass Intentions 472.00 713.00 241.00 2,900.00

Fundraising: Budget Deficit Envelopes/CSA Refunds 1,673.00 211.00 (1,462.00) (33,732.43)

Bequests: Free Will 3,247.00

Bequests:  Evangelical Charity 81.90 1,115.80

AOD Collection:

Holy Days:

CSA 2026 Pledges 5,445.00 CSA 2026 Paid 4,625.00

CATHOLIC TRIVIA
 JUST FOR FUN

Question: Question: Before the Gospel is proclaimed at
Mass, Catholics make small signs of the cross over which

body parts?        ©LPi

Answer: On their forehead, lips, and chest (near their heart).
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To support St. Vincent 
Ferrer Church with a 
financial contribution 
scan the QRcode to

connect to our tithe.ly
giving site. 

 

 

National Shrine of  the Little Flower Basilica
2100 W Twelve Mile, Royal Oak, 48073

SATURDAY  -  8:30am and 4:30pm (livestreamed)
SUNDAY  -  7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 6:00pm

3:30pm (Spanish)
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

6:30am (livestreamed), 8:30am

St. Mary Magdalen
50 E Annabelle Ave, Hazel Park, 48030

WEDNESDAY  -  Noon
SATURDAY  -  4pm   &   SUNDAY  -  10:00am

St. Mary
730 S. Lafayette, Royal Oak, 48067

SATURDAY  -  4:30am
SUNDAY  -  9:00am & 11:00am

MON., TUES., THURS., FRI.  -  7:30am

FAMILIES OF PARISHESFAMILIES OF PARISHES
mASS sCHEDULESmASS sCHEDULES

Stay Connected with Our Catholic Faith 
Sign Up for 

Detroit Catholic free e-newsletter
      

Looking for a trusted source of Catholic news delivered
straight to your inbox? Detroit Catholic offers free daily
or weekly email editions featuring insightful coverage of
local, national, and global Catholic issues and events.
Every parishioner is encouraged to subscribe. It is
quick and easy to do:
             Visit: detroitcatholic.com/subscribe

 

 

Enter your email address and choose the daily 
and/or weekly edition,  That’s all it takes to start
receiving this excellent —and completely free—
source of Catholic news. Stay informed &  
inspired.




