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From The Pastor 
    It impresses me that Advent is often presented and 
received as a gentle season of attentive, if not 
sentimental, preparation for Christmas. Advent does 
not seem to carry the weight and impact of the hard 
punching weeks of Lent in preparation for the 
Passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus. I am not 
sure this is the right tone for Advent. We can all recall 
when Advent was a kind of mini-Lent that had a 
penitential tone of readiness and preparation.  
    Consider more closely the reality of what we are 
asked to prepare ourselves for. In truth, the season 
could not be more radical. After generations of ardent 
longing through many forms of suffering, oppression, 
human infidelity and idolatry, God breaks into the 
world through the womb of the Virgin Mary to bring 
forth the Incarnate Son. There is nothing more radical 
that has ever happened or will ever happen in the 
created world.  
    Advent is time centered. So radical is the coming of 
God into our world that it gains its own title: ‘In the 
fulness of time,’ God in Christ, born of the Virgin, 
given the name “Jesus” is, in himself the fulness of 
time. All time, before and after the inbreaking of God 
in our world, is now measured through the person of 
Jesus as the Christ and Redeemer.  
    Advent is celebrated by the Universal Church as the 
corporate Body of Christ. By necessity, the feast 
demands the attention and commitment of each of us 
personally. Yes, God came to all of us and to the 
fullness of creation, but we cannot think that widely. 
To do so makes the reality too abstract. We must 
make the reality of ‘God with us’ immediate and in 
the context of our lives, both in the rhythms of our 
personal life situation as well as in the situation of the 
Church and world that surrounds us.  
    Advent is a liminal time. It is a time that leaves us 
in the in-between what was, against what is coming. 
This is a holy, yet unsettled place to find ourselves. 
Change is naturally upsetting to human beings, 
especially unexpected change leading to an unknown 
future. This is where we find ourselves in the 
restructuring of the Archdiocese. As a matter of 
course, I will do the best I can to keep you informed 
as the process moves along. I can tell you there will 
not be week-to-week updates. The overall process is 
formatted in three phases with intentional work 
accomplished in each phase. In time, after the first of 
the year I think, there will be a series of listening 
sessions when parishioners will have the opportunity 

to voice their concerns and advocate for their parish. 
These listening sessions will be in the second phase of 
the process. The third phase will be in the Spring of 
2026 with further discernment and final plan 
proposals. The process is scheduled for completion 
and implementation by July 1st of 2027. When I know 
more specific details, I am committed to keeping you 
informed.  
    I am pleased and grateful to the eight people in our 
parish who have generously agreed to be key parish 
leaders (KPL) in this process. Their time commitment 
will include training to be listeners and table 
facilitators as we move through this process. I will 
introduce them at Mass and will have their names in 
the bulletin. They know what I know, which at this 
point is not much. They will do the best they can to 
answer your questions and relay information. Please 
be kind, patient, and courteous to these generous 
parishioners.  
    Most importantly, please use the season of Advent 
to secure yourself in the faith we so dearly profess. 
Please consider these reflection questions to center 
yourself in Christ in a way that will lead you to a 
deeper awareness of His presence in you.  
    Advent means ‘coming’ or ‘an anticipated coming.’ 
What is pregnant or coming to birth in you as a person 
of faith through the rhythms of your life? What are 
you longing for, most deeply desiring that you know 
is in you, but you do not know how it will come forth? 
Our ancestors, both near and far, felt this way. They 
longed for something (a Messiah/Savior), but they did 
not know how, who, or when. That is the nature and 
the birthing of the Advent season. God is doing 
something in you. What could it be? God is doing 
something in the Church and in the world. What will 
it be and what role, position, or place will God ask 
you to play? Consider Mary at the time of the 
Annunciation. She knew very little, except the 
mystery that stirred in her heart which she allowed to 
change and transform her life into becoming the 
Mother of our Savior.  
    Times change and we must change with them. 
Change is mostly unwanted, and not easy, but 
essential to the rhythms of God’s plan for our 
salvation into the light of heavenly glory. Buckle up, 
it is a brave and radical season, and you are an 
important part of it.  
 
         Father John Esper 
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MONDAY, December 1, 2025   
8:00am Mass: Kristi Shonts† req. 
by Bernadette Gutowski 
TUESDAY, December 2, 2025 
8:00am Mass: Mary Guaiana† req. 
by Stan & Linda Yolkiewicz 
WEDNESDAY, December 3, 2025  
8:00am Mass:  Dianne Karolski† 
(2nd R.A.) req. by Tom Karolski 
THURSDAY, December 4, 2025  
8:00am Mass:  Leonard Vertel†
(21st R.A.) req by Bernadette Gutowski 
SATURDAY, December 6, 2025 
4:00pm Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer  
Stefanija Juska† req. by Regina Juska-Svoba 
Janine Kairis† req. by Mike Kairis Family 
Tony Szeliga† req. by Jeanette & Family 
Anthony A. Szeliga† (18th R.A.) req. by daughter-in-law, 
Jeanette Szeliga 
Ronald Hella† req. by Erna Biber 
Fred Biber† req. by Erna Biber 
SUNDAY, December 7, 2025  
9:00am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Mary Ann Machota† req. by Trish Gadowski 
Doug Evans† req. by Family & Friends 
Mary Guaiana† req. by Bill & Suzi Gordon 
Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family 
Milagros Sunga† req. by Family 
JoAnn Rearick† req. by Nancy Sadowski 
Ruth Perry† req. by Corrine McCarthy 

November 30, 2025 
 

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/  
  Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44 
Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
  Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk   
  10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt  
  15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-  
  27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/  
  Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17   
  (see 7)/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 

ST VINCENT FERRER PARISH OFFICE 
 

28353 Herbert St., Madison Heights, MI  48071 

248-542-8720    Fax 248-542-8721     

Website: www.stvincentferrer.net 
 
 

  Parish Office Hours  
 

Monday through Thursday  
9am to Noon  -  1:00pm to 4:30pm,  

Friday  -  9:00am to Noon 
Closed Saturday & Sunday 

 

Parish Office Staff 
 Reverend John C. Esper, Priest in Solidum 

 Deborah Tourville, Bus. Mgr/Adult Faith Formation 

 Sheryl Brown, Parish Secretary/Bulletin  

 Jim Balistreri, Music Coordinator 

 Matthew Zinser, Evangelical Charity Coordinator/  

 Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) Coordinator 

 Carl Copen, Facilities Supervisor 

 Alex Mototolea, Maintenance 
 

 

 

Faith Formation Office   

248-542-8720 – call for appointment 
Matthew Zinser, Childhood Faith Formation Coordinator 

 

For  information on Baptisms, OCIA and  

Funerals contact the Parish Office  248-542-8720 

Daily Mass  
 

8:00am Monday thru Thursday 
  

Weekend Masses  
 

Saturday  -  4:00pm   
  

Sunday  -  9:00am    
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Saturdays  3:00  -  3:45pm  

  in Chapel 
 

 Live Streaming of the Following: 
  

Daily & Weekend Masses 
 

Adoration on Tuesdays 
    8:45am to 10:00am  

(until noon during Advent) 
 

           Rosary on Thursdays   
        following 8:00am Mass 
 

Search for St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church  
(in Madison Heights) on youtube to find our channel or 

connect via our APP or website 

LIVE 

STREAMING 

AOD RESTRUCTURING PLANS 
For information or questions contact any person 

below or visit: restructuring.aod.org 
 

Primary Person of Contact: Debbie Tourville 
 

Key Parish Leaders:  
 Steve Orloski   Tom Karolski 
 Angie Maynard   Corrine McCarthy 
 Linda  Collins   Judy McCown 
 Mike Kairis    Linda Yolkiewicz  
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You are invited to  

 

Renewing Our Hope in Jesus 

Sunday, December 7 

2:00 to 4:00pm 

SVF AdminBldg. 
 

Advent Reflection by 

Fr. Dan Crosby OFMCap 

A free will offering of  
a baby gift will go to 

Women’s Pregnancy Aid 
Center in Madison 

Heights 

It will be a prayerful, peaceful, relaxing atmosphere 
in which you can escape for a few hours.  Join 
with friends to reflect upon the renewal of hope in 
Jesus as we begin this Advent season. 

If you would like to host a table, or 
be a guest at someone’s table, 
please sign up at the back of 
church after Mass the weekends of 
November 22/23, and 29/30 or call 
the Parish Office at 
248-542-8720 to RSVP by Monday, 
December 1st. 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

 

Lighting the Candle of Peace  
 

 

Saturday, December 6, 2024 
 

4:00pm Mass: Linda Collins & 
Ron Bertolini 

 
 

Sunday, December 7, 2024 
 

9:00am Mass: Ronnie & Mary 

Thompson 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES 

 If you will be requesting a Mass Intention 
on the weekends of December 20/21, 
December 27/28 or any of the three Christmas 
Masses and would like it to appear in the 
bulletin,  please call the Parish Office with your 
request by Monday, Dec. 8th. 
 

 To have names of deceased 
loved ones included in the 
bulletin dedicated to Christmas ,  
memorial flower envelopes must 
be returned by  Mon., Dec. 8th. 

Take a tag off our Giving Tree and 
help make someone’s Christmas 

special. Gifts will be going to those 
served by MCREST and  

St. Raymond Parish. 
 

Mitten  Tags are requests for  
Children’s Toys 

 
Star Tags  are requests for  

Household Items 
 

Tree Tags are requests 
for Walmart or Meijer 

Gift Cards 
 

Snowmen Tags are 
requests for items for  

*MCREST guests 
 

Return UNWRAPPED gift 
items with the tag attached 
in the marked boxes near 

the Giving Tree.   
Leave gift cards with tags 
in the collection baskets. 

 

*Macomb County Rotating Emergency  Shelter Team 
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...all government leaders 
to seek wisdom in finding 
peaceful solutions to world 
wars and tensions. 
...medical and 

humanitarian aid for those suffering from hardship due 
to catastrophic weather, fires, wars, floods, earthquakes 
and disasters. 
...respect for life from conception to natural death 
...the safety of men and women dedicated to protecting 
lives and freedom. 
...the homeless, the addicted and all who are suffering 
physically, spiritually, mentally, and emotionally. 
...all who are sick, homebound, undergoing or 
recovering from surgery, medical procedures, 
treatments or testing, and those who have made 
specific prayer requests. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
   You are the Divine Physician and Healer.  To You, we lift 
up in prayer all who are lonely, homeless, sick or addicted; 
all who are unemployed or underemployed;  all who are 
anxious or depressed and all who are suffering in any way 
spiritually, physically or emotionally.  In their pain and 
brokenness, we ask that you bring them the comfort of your 
loving presence.  In You, may they find strength for the day 
and hope for the journey.  Amen 

Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent 
Wednesday: St. Francis Xavier, Priest  
Thursday: St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of 
   the Church  
Saturday: St. Nicholas, Bishop  
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent   ©LPi 

 

Advent Peace Prayer 
 

Spirit of love and peace,  
open borders, break down walls, 
dispel hatred and help us to live 

as children of our Father in heaven. 
Give us the gift of your peace. 

Christ the Prince of Peace goes before us. 
Let us live our faith, without fear, 

pursuing peace and justice. 
The world needs his light. 

Humanity needs him as the bridge 
that can lead us to God and his love. 
Help us, one and all, to build bridges  

through dialogue and encounter, 
Joining together as one people, 

always at peace. 
 

-Pope Leo XIV 

Father John’s 
42nd Ordination 

Anniversary  Mass 
& Vocations Dinner 

Tickets are $30 
No tickets at the door. 

Tickets can be 
purchased at the 

Parish Office if still 
available until 
December 1st.  

December 13, 2025 
Mass 4:00pm 

St. Vincent Ferrer Church 
Dinner 5:30pm 

SVF Admin Bldg.   

Appetizers  
Salad 
Rolls 

London Broil  
Chicken Marsala 

Meatless Mostaccoli    
Mashed Potatoes 

Dessert 
Beverages 

 

RAFFLE BASKET DONATIONS NEEDED! 
 

Join us in celebrating Fr. John’s 42nd Anniversary 
of Ordination as a priest of the Archdiocese of 

Detroit on December 13, 2025. 
This year the basket theme will be 

“A JOYFUL HOPE”  
 We have so much to be joyful for at St. Vincent 

Ferrer.  It is a joy to have Fr. John as our pastor.  Since 
this is a special event, the value of each basket should 
be around $50.00. There are several ways you can help: 

 You can be creative and assemble your own basket 

 You may donate the items, and we will create the 
basket for you. 

 You may make a monetary donation, and we will 
shop and create a basket for you. 

 Have fun with the theme.  For instance, I am going to 
create a BBQ basket and call it “Joy of the Grill 
Master” 

 Bernadette Gutowski and Linda Collins will be 
managing the raffle.  If you wish to donate a basket or 
items, please contact one of us.  Bernadette  
(Bernadette42@comcast.net  -  248-224-8771 or Linda 
(lcoll03@yahoo.com  -  248-721-2109 
The raffle will be held at the ordination dinner, and you 
must be present to win. 

 

To be sure that Christmas 
donations are properly 

credited for Christmas, please 
do not submit them until after 

December 10th. 
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December 6/7, 2025 

Mass 4:00pm 9:00am 

    

Sacristan  R Pasiak C McCarthy 

    

Reader #1 J McCown A Goll 

Reader #2 R Pasiak C McCarthy 

    

EME J McCown A Goll 

  P Miles N Virga 

  L Collins M Black 

    

Greeters R Bertolini M McLaughlin 

  L Collins D McLaughlin 

  P Miles T Oparka 

  M Smith N Oparka 

Traveling Chalice Host beginning  week of Dec. 6/7, 2025 
Kathy Menard 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

Strike our Chest: Penitential Act 
 

Question: When we say the Penitential Act at Mass, why 
do we strike our chest three times? 
 

Answer: Our rituals and liturgical celebrations are filled 
with a variety of symbols, some of which also relate to our 
gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, sitting, 
processing, making the Sign of the Cross). The custom of 
striking our breast three times during the “I Confess” of 
the Penitential Act of the Mass is one of those gestures 
that is loaded with symbolism.  
The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast (above the 
heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred Scripture, 
especially texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a “humbled 
contrite heart” or how God heals broken hearts, binding 
up our wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early Christian writers 
like Saint Augustine of Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer 
to this custom in their writings.  
Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow for 
those times when we have been guilty of faults and a sign 
that we are willing to take responsibility for our sins and 
failings. That we all perform this gesture together is also 
an act of solidarity, recognizing that none of us, 
regardless of where we are on our journey of faith, is 
without fault and the need for grace and forgiveness.  ©LPi 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK FOR REFLECTION 
 

 1
st
 Reading: Is 2:1-5 

Question: The prophet Isaiah envisioned a future 
with no more wars and nations united in belief and 
worship of Israel’s God. What does a world totally at 
peace look like?      

 

2
nd

 Reading: Rom 13:11-14 
Question: Paul encouraged the Romans to live with a 
sense of urgency in anticipation of their own 
salvation. What motivates you to live a moral life?     

 

Gospel: Mt 24:37-44 
Question: Jesus taught his disciples that no one 
knows when the Son of Man will return, so you must 
always be prepared. How do you plan to use the 
season of Advent this year to welcome Jesus into 
your life?           ©LPi 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 

“You do not know on which day your Lord will come,” 
Jesus says. He is reminding us that we do not know 
the mind of God. But we do know the heart of God, 
and we know that it is filled with mercy for those who 
heed the warning: Stay awake!     ©LPi 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP &  
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
 

Saturday, Dec. 6th at 9:00am 
Faith Formation Office in School 
 

 

The men’s fellowship group gathers for a scripture 

reflection/sharing every other Saturday.  All men are 

welcome.  No fees or registration are required. 

Have No Fear 
 

“So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you 
do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” 

 

    This week we hear that ominous Gospel passage where 
Jesus tells us about people being taken from where they 
are and what they are doing when they least expect it, 
while others remain. This has been distorted by some for 
support into a spectacular idea of rapture, leading to many 
books and movies. A profitable genre has been created 
that sometimes preys on people’s fears. 
    But in following Jesus Christ, there is no fear. What we 
are called to do is live each day as it were our last. Be 
mindful of all the opportunities around you to share love 
and the gifts God has given you. We will all be held 
accountable in the end, but it is not what we have done that 
will save us. Our salvation lies in the grace freely given to 
us by Jesus. When we choose to receive that gift and 
intentionally follow him, we are led to giving over our entire 
being totally to him. 
    This Advent, let’s not allow ourselves to be caught up in 
all the craziness of the season, but instead give ourselves 
over to God to use for his glory. The Incarnation born in a 
manger is calling you. Have no fear!       ©LPi 
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DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED! – 
CONNECT WITH TRADITION AND 

GROW YOUR FAITH 
 

St. Andrew Christmas Novena, Explained! 
 

    The St. Andrew Christmas novena is a prayer said from 
November 30, the Feast of St. Andrew, through Christmas 
Eve. Traditionally, it is recited 15 times each day. 
    The Gospel of John tells us that St. Andrew was a 
disciple of John the Baptist who heard John call Jesus 
“the Lamb of God.” Andrew followed Jesus, curious 
about him, and realized that he was the Messiah, so he 
quickly found his brother, Peter, and the two became the 
first disciples.  
    In praying this novena, Christians follow the example 
of Andrew’s prescient faithfulness throughout the season 
of Advent.         ©LPi 

 

How  to Pray  the St. Andrew   
25 Day Christmas Novena  

 

    Beginning November 30 and concluding December 24, 
the following novena prayer is prayed 15 times 
throughout the day.  
Begin with the Sign of the Cross 
Pray the St. Andrew Novena Prayer  
Name the intention  -  share your thoughts with God 
End with Sign of the Cross.  

DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED! – 
CONNECT WITH TRADITION AND 

GROW YOUR FAITH   

 
 

St. Nicholas, Explained! 
 

St. Nicholas was a fourth-century Christian bishop who 

lived in modern-day Turkey. There is minimal historical 

scholarship dating to the period of his life, but stories and 

traditions that developed after his death emphasize his 

profound spirit of generosity, especially towards the poor. 

 One particularly famous oral tradition tells that St. 

Nicholas saves three young women from a life of 

destitution and ruin by secretly giving them a dowry so 

they could marry. His popularity increased in the 

centuries following his death, and by the medieval 

period he was a beloved model of Christian charity 

invoked in a particular way during the seasons of 

Advent and Christmas. 

 On his feast day, Dec. 6, children often wake up to 

find small gifts or treats in their shoes or Christmas 

stockings, a tradition which has variations across 

different ethnic groups. In the United States, St. 

Nicholas gift-giving practices are especially popular in 

places where large numbers of German and Dutch 

immigrants settled.         ©LPi 

Halloween Candy 
Thank You 

 
On behalf of Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary, I wanted to 
extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
the parishioners of St. Vincent 
Ferrer for their generous 
contributions to help make our 
annual Halloween celebration a 
success! We welcomed around 
3,000 of our neighbors again 
this year, and I am always 
humbled by the impact the 
event has on those who 
attended. I included some 
photos from the event to 
hopefully capture its scope.  
 
Again, thank you for your 
parish's generosity in making 
the day, week, or even year of 
so many of our young 
neighbors. Please pray for us 
as we do for you. 
 
In Christ, 
Brandon Whitmore 
Seminarian - Archdiocese of 
Detroit 
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To support St. Vincent Ferrer 
with a  

financial contribution scan 
the QR code to connect to 

our tithe.ly giving site. 

 MASS SCHEDULES 
National Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica 

2100  W. 12 Mile, Royal Oak, 48073 
 

SATURDAY- 8:30am and  
4:30pm (livestreamed) 

SUNDAY-7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am  
3:30pm (Spanish), and 6:00pm    

 

WEEKDAYS (Monday  thru Friday) 
6:30am (livestreamed), 8:30am 

 

St. Mary Magdalen 
50 E Annabelle Ave. Hazel Park, 48030  

WEDNESDAY  -  Noon  
SATURDAY - 4:00pm   

SUNDAY - 10:00am  

St. Mary 
730 S. Lafayette, Royal Oak, 48067 

 

SATURDAY - 4:30pm 
SUNDAY - 9:00am, 11 am 

MON, TUES, THURS, FRI - 7:30am 

Watershed Moments  
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 

In every life there are watershed moments.  
 

I think of our time on this earth as resembling, in the 
beginning, a fine, firm sheet of metal, suspended with 
perfect balance in time and space. If a drop of water falls 
upon the sheet, it remains precisely where it lands. 
 

But life goes on. We see things, we feel things, and in the 
seeing and the feeling, the flat, smooth metal sheet is 
nicked. The impacts created by those experiences are 
like BB pellets riddling armor; before long, the surface is 
pockmarked. A falling drop of water will drain or pool 
either in one way or the other, its action determined by 
the closest indentation.  
 

A watershed has been created, a summit or valley that 
disrupts the smooth flatness of life. 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks about the end of the 
world. I’m no Biblical scholar, but I suspect the topic at 
hand is the Apocalypse (capital A). The big one. The 
explosion that upends the sheet itself and sends every 
drop of water crashing down. But I think, in a smaller 
way, it’s also about all the indentations on the plane: 
those little apocalypses (lowercase a), the things that felt 
like the end of the world (or the beginning of a new one).  
 

The loss of a job. The breakup of a relationship. The 
suffering of a loved one. 
 

Of course the world is ending. It has been ending forever. 
And the Son of Man is coming — but don’t forget, he was 
already here, too. And his Spirit, even now, is renewing 
the face of the earth.  
 

“But how?” we ask. “And when? And where?” 
 

Without the chinks in the armor — without the watershed 
moments — there is tremendous smoothness, certainly. 
But there is also no movement. 
 

So look to the watershed moments, these little (and big) 
apocalypses. In these moments that change us, for better 
or worse, God is there, working, waiting.        ©LPi 

 
Rising from the Ashes:  
Revival July 22, 2026 

 

God is calling the Church of Detroit 
to renewal and revival. This is not 
just a catch phrase; it is a 
commissioning from the Lord and 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.  Rising from the Ashes is a 
Eucharistic centered experience of 
prayer, teaching and praise to 

God.  We will learn from four wonderful speakers, raise 
our voices in praise with wonderful musical 
artists, encounter the full breath of the Church and witness to 
Christ in a Eucharistic procession.  
To learn more about the revival, to order tickets and to 
become a sponsor go to risingrevival.org.  

https://www.shrinechurch.com/live-streamed-mass
http://risingrevival.org/
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