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From The Pastor 
    Love is the power that secures faith and inspires 
hope in good times. In times of uncertainty and 
fear, faith and hope can waver if the power and 
source of love is threatened. Love always holds an 
element of faith with proportionate hope. In the 
face of the Cross even Jesus knew the pains of 
uncertainty and resistance. In the power of the 
Father’s love, Jesus persevered.  
    Different expressions of fear are found over 
three hundred times throughout the Bible. For 
instance, in today’s gospel Jesus says to the 
disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled or 
afraid.” The words are an expression of kindness 
knowing the fear and concern of the fearful 
disciples.  
    The setting is the Last Supper. The Apostles 
have not yet encountered the trauma of the Lord’s 
death on the Cross, but they know something 
critical is on the horizon. In the mutual love shared 
between Jesus and his followers the fear of losing 
Jesus is thick with fear.  
    In today’s reading, even before the Crucifixion, 
Jesus talks about his departure. Still unaware of the 
Cross, the disciples fear that Jesus will be leaving 
them. The death of Jesus will have its own trauma, 
but now in these words Jesus is referring to his 
Ascension after the Resurrection. Consider the fear 
and uncertainty of the disciples who think Jesus 
will be leaving them.  
    At this point in his human-divine journey, Jesus 
knows all that will take place in the will and 
intention of the Father’s work of redemption. He is 
preparing the disciples for his departure which are 
never words loving friends want to hear. 
Separation from loved ones creates fear and 
uncertainty about the future. Quite aware, Jesus 
prepares these early believers for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit.  
    The conundrum of the Christian life is that the 
peace of Christ promised us by Jesus stands in 
close relationship with suffering. The peace of 
Christ is not the peace of the world. The peace of 
Christ is the promise and surety of the presence of 
God within the believer. The peace of Christ is 
Christ himself in the constancy of his presence in 

each of us through the Holy Spirit. The disciples 
could not know this before the Holy Spirit had 
descended upon them. In the reception of the Holy 
Spirit their lives are transformed. No longer afraid, 
they are able to find courage and peace in the surety 
of the Lord’s power in them through the faith and 
love they hold in his name.  
    This does not mean happily ever after. Human 
love and Christian love must persevere through the 
trials and sufferings of this life. Love is self-giving 
and self-giving is rarely a bed of roses. Yet, in the 
surety and commitment of the love modeled by 
Christ, we can persist through the fear, uncertainty, 
and sometimes critical irritations to be faithful to the 
love we profess. Isn’t love purified and strengthened 
through times of crisis? Love in times of fear and 
uncertainty is the balm that calms the agitations that 
demand a quick fix. Suffering in love for the good 
of others is evidence of the Holy Spirit.  
    Jesus offers the commitment of the Father’s love. 
In another verse, Jesus says, “the one who loves me 
will be loved by my Father. We will love him and 
make our dwelling in him.” To have faith and love 
for Jesus unites the believer in the love of the Father 
and the Holy Spirit.  
    This is the peace Jesus gives. In two weeks, we 
will celebrate the Feast of Pentecost. Yes, love 
comes with suffering, but those who profess the 
love and Lordship of Jesus will be given the Holy 
Spirit. We become temples, a dwelling place of the 
Spirit who will animate and strengthen us in every 
trial as we seek to put into practice the way of Jesus. 
    This is not an if or a when. In Baptism, we are 
already temples of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of 
God, the Spirit of Christ dwells in us. In times of 
fear, uncertainty, weariness, or doubt, we can turn 
inward and call forth the Spirit of God to strengthen 
us through every trial.  
    As recently read in Jesus Calling, do not work for 
an easy, problem free life. It is not reality. In times 
of trial or distress, turn to the Lord with trust and 
anticipation seeking his guiding help. You are never 
alone. Jesus in the Spirit is always present. Stressful 
time? Intentionally give praise to God.  
              Father John Esper  
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MONDAY, May 26, 2025  MEMORIAL DAY 

9:00am Mass:  Pat King† req. by Mary Ann Simmons 

TUESDAY, May 27, 2025 

8:00am Mass: Jo Kronbach† req. by Mary Ann Simmons 

WEDNESDAY, May 28, 2025  

8:00am Mass:  Mike Kapolka† (Memorial Wedding 

Anniv) req. by Helen Kapolka 

THURSDAY, May 29, 2025  

8:00am Mass: Deanna (Special Intention) req. by Family 

SATURDAY, May 31, 2025l 

4:00pm Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer  

Kenny (Special Intention) req. by Family 

Martha Kehoe req. by Bernadette Gutowski 

Regina Szeliga (11th R.A.) req. by Tony & Jeanette 

Szeliga 

Intentions of Kelley and Wilson 

SUNDAY, June 1, 2025  

9:00am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer\ 

Jo Kronbach† req. by Mary Ann Simmons 

Mary Lou Stema† req. by Bernadette Gutowski 

Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family 

May 25, 2025 
 

Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8  
   (4)/Rv  21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a 
   and 9b/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-
   8/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-
   12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn  
   16:16-20  
Friday:  Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn  
   16:20-23 
Saturday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Is 12:2-3, 
   4bcd, 5-6/Lk 1:39-56 
Next Sunday:  Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-
      7, 8- 9 (6)/Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 
  10:19-23/ Lk 24:46-53 

ST VINCENT FERRER PARISH OFFICE 
 

28353 Herbert St., Madison Heights, MI  48071 

248-542-8720    Fax 248-542-8721     

Website: www.stvincentferrer.net 
 
 

  Parish Office Summer Hours  
 

Monday through Thursday  
9am to Noon  -  1:00pm to 4:30pm,  

Closed Friday,  Saturday,  & Sunday 
 

Parish Office Staff 
 Reverend John C. Esper, Priest in Solidum 

 Deborah Tourville, Bus. Mgr/Adult Faith Formation 

 Sheryl Brown, Parish Secretary/Bulletin  

 Jim Balistreri, Music Coordinator 

 Mary Ann Przybysz, Evangelical Charity Coordinator/ 

  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(OCIA) Coordinator 

 Carl Copen, Facilities Supervisor 

 Alex Mototolea, Maintenance 
 

 

 

Faith Formation Office   

248-542-8720 – call for appointment 
Matthew Zinser, Childhood Faith Formation Coordinator 

 

For  information on Baptisms, OCIA and  

Funerals contact the Parish Office  248-542-8720 

 

Daily Mass  
 

8:00am Monday thru Thursday 
  

Weekend Masses  
 

Saturday  -  4:00pm 
  

Sunday  -  9:00am  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays  3:00  -  3:45pm  

  in Chapel 
 

 Live Streaming of Mass  
Monday thru Thursday 8:00am  

and Sunday 9:00am 
 

Adoration on Tuesdays 
    8:45am to 10:00am 

 

       Livestream of Rosary on  
                Thursdays following Mass 
 

 

Search for St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church (in 
Madison Heights) on youtube to find our channel or 

connect via our APP or website 

LIVE 

STREAMING 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

READINGS OF THE WEEK 

OFFICE OPEN 
Monday  thru Thursday 

 

9am to Noon   
1:00pm to 4:30pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday 
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Please help reach our target 
of $37,917.00 

 

CSA 2025 Campaign materials 
have been mailed.   To make a 
pledge or contribute by mail, 
follow the instructions on the pledge card and use the 
return envelope provided. Checks need to be payable to 
Archdiocese of Detroit-CSA and mailed to the AOD gift 
center in Albert Lea, MN  You can donate online at 
our website.  For other optional ways to make a 
donation, please see “Other Ways to Give” on the 
pledge card.  
   Pledge cards are available at the parish office for 
those who are not registered at St. Vincent Ferrer and 
would like to make a pledge or contribution. 

 

2 
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6th Sunday 
of Easter 

 

    Jonathan Haidt’s 
2024 book entitled 
“The Anxious 

Generation” argues that today’s kids are marked by 
significant increases in anxiety, as the title suggests. 
Smartphones, social media, economic uncertainty, the 
chaos of a global pandemic, fear regarding climate 
change, and the so-called “meaning crisis” all 
contribute to strikingly high levels of anxiety in 
young people today. I’m a bit older than this 
generation, but I feel it, too. The world can be too 
much to handle.  
    The Gospel this week offers a stunning solution for 
troubled souls. To his overwhelmed and anxious 
disciples, the risen Jesus says, “Peace I leave with 

you; my peace I give to you” (John 14:27). His 
peace is that of the one who was overwhelmed on the 
cross and then conquered death by the power of his 
divinity, his bond of love with the Father. He offers 
us this unshakeable peace. 
    Of course, mental illness does not magically 
disappear because of the risen Jesus. But he does 
walk with us and offer us his peace in the midst of our 
suffering. The peace the world gives is not like his 
because it is weak, uncertain, and self-generated. 
Jesus’ peace is strong, sure, and given as a gift from 
God. He gives it to us amid our anxiety. Will you 
receive it as a gift? I hope so. He wants to fill the 
hearts of this generation with his peace. 

            — Father John Muir 
©LPi 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 
MONDAY 

May 26 
Mass 9:00am 

 
 “They have left this realm of time and space, they 
have out-stripped us in life’s races, but the sacred 
memory of their selflessness and the freedom they 

died to obtain will live forever.”  
 

-Billy Graham  

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE KINGDOM 
 

 I often lead group prayer with similar words: 
"Give us the wisdom to know Your will for our lives 
and the courage to follow it as we seek to make our 
community a clearer reflection of the Kingdom of 
God." The words acknowledge that we need to be 
about God's will, not our own, and in that journey, we 
will bear greater witness to the transforming power of 
Jesus Christ.  
  We talk about how we are called to live a 
stewardship way of life and that we have been given 
many good gifts, but it is never truly about us. We are 
never the main thing. In the same manner, it is never 
really about our parish. Our combined stewardship 
may lead to many fruits, like an increased offertory or 
more vibrancy in parish life. However, it is always 
about the Kingdom of God and the King, Jesus 
Christ. 
  Through our stewardship, we allow our parish 
community to shine like a city on a hill for others to 
see and then be drawn toward Jesus Christ. It is about 
leading people to heaven. Our actions of stewardship 
do not point toward us but instead to the one who 
calls us to this life. Our constant prayer needs to be 
that we always seek to discern God's will and follow 
it instead of our own. By doing that, we can 
transform our own lives, our parish communities, and 
then the world around us.  -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 

HEALING MASS  
NEXT  SATURDAY  

 

MAY 31, 2025 -  4:00pm 
 
 

Fr. John will administer the  
Sacrament of the Sick after Mass.    
Prayer teams will be available for 

individual prayer. 

Anointing of 

the Sick 

13,300 

Pledged 
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK FOR REFLECTION 
 

1st Reading Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
Question: We hear how the church in Jerusalem 
resolved their conflicts through dialogue and 
compromise. When has your faith community had to 
resolve a conflict?  
 

2nd Reading Rv 21:10-14, 22-23 
Question:  As John’s final vision continues, he sees the 
splendor and glory of God lighting the city of Jerusalem. 
Can you think of a time when you felt really close to 
God?   
 

Gospel Jn 14:23-29 
Question: Jesus taught his disciples that the Holy Spirit 
will be sent to believers to teach them and remind them 
of his words. Can you share a time when you have felt 
inspired by the Holy Spirit?          ©LPi 

...all government leaders to seek wisdom in finding 
peaceful solutions to world wars and tensions. 
...medical and humanitarian aid for those suffering from 
hardship due to catastrophic weather, fires, wars, floods, 
earthquakes and disasters. 
...respect for life from conception to natural death 
...the safety of men and women dedicated to protecting 
lives and freedom. 
...the homeless, the addicted and all who are suffering 
physically, spiritually, mentally, and emotionally. 
...all who are sick, homebound, undergoing or recovering 
from surgery, medical procedures, treatments or testing, 
and those who have made specific prayer requests. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
   You are the Divine Physician and Healer.  To You, we lift 
up in prayer all who are lonely, homeless, sick or addicted; all 
who are unemployed or underemployed;  all who are anxious 
or depressed and all who are suffering in any way spiritually, 
physically or emotionally.  In their pain and brokenness, we 
ask that you bring them the comfort of your loving presence.  
In You, may they find strength for the day and hope for the 
journey.  Amen 

 

Traveling Vocations Chalice 
 

Families and individuals are needed to 
host the Traveling Vocations Chalice for 
a one week commitment.  Prayers come 
with the chalice.  Please sign up at the 
table outside the chapel wall near the 
Herbert St. entrance. 

 

Signs of hope 
 

“7. In addition to finding 
hope in God’s grace, we are 
also called to discover hope 
in the signs of the times that 
the Lord gives us. As the 
Second Vatican Council 
observed: “In every age, the 

Church has the responsibility of reading the signs of 
the times and interpreting them in the light of the 
Gospel. In this way, in language adapted to every 
generation, she can respond to people’s persistent 
questions about the meaning of this present life and 
of the life to come, and how one is related to the 
other”. [4] We need to recognize the immense 
goodness present in our world, lest we be tempted to 
think ourselves overwhelmed by evil and violence. 
The signs of the times, which include the yearning of 
human hearts in need of God’s saving presence, 
ought to become signs of hope. 

Excerpt from Spes Non Confundit,  
the papal bull of St. Francis  

for the Jubilee Year 2025 

Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter 

Monday: St. Philip Neri, Priest; Memorial Day 

Tuesday: St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 

Thursday: St.  Paul VI, Pope 

Saturday: The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin  

   Mary 

Sunday:     The Ascension of the Lord, World  

       Communications Day  ©LPi 

OBSERVANCES OF  THE  WEEK 

  

We are filled with gratitude 
as we reflect on the 
incredible generosity shown 
during our recent Sing-Along 
Fellowship night. Thanks to 
your heartfelt participation 
and giving spirit, we received 
$ 285.00 to support our St 
Vincent de Paul Ministry. 

 Your support is a testament to the love and unity 
that define our church family. We thank God for 
each of you who sang, served, and gave so 
generously. May He continue to bless you as you 
bless others. 
 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love 
endures forever.” – Psalm 107:1 

 

With grateful hearts, 
St. Vincent de Paul -  St. Vincent Ferrer Conference 

THANK 
YOU 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html#_ftn4
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May 31/June 1, 2025 

Mass 4:00pm 9:00am 

    

Sacristan  T Riley C McCarthy 

    

Reader #1 P Miles P Allen 

Reader #2 T Riley C McCarthy 

    

EME P Miles P Allen 

  D Tourville N Virga 

  T Pasiak L Yolkiewicz 

    

Greeters R Juska-Svoba B Turchin 

  L Collins D Vu 

  R Bertolini T Lane 

  M Smith B Gutowski 

Traveling Chalice Host beginning  week of May 31/June 1 
NEEDED 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

Sunday Mass 
 

Question: Why do Catholics need to go to Mass 
every Sunday? 
 

Answer: The heart of the Church’s instruction that 
we are to attend Mass on Sundays goes back to the 
Third Commandment: “Take care to keep holy the 
sabbath day as the LORD, your God, has commanded 
you” (Deuteronomy 5:12). Although the Jewish 
People celebrate the Sabbath on Saturday, the first 
generations of Christians began to observe the 
sabbath on Sunday, recognizing how important it is 
for Christians to celebrate the day that Jesus rose 
from the dead. As the United States Catholic 
Catechism for Adults observes, “Sunday extends the 
celebration of Easter throughout the year … It makes 
present the new creation brought about by Christ” (364). 
 The focus of our Sunday should be the 
celebration of the Eucharist in the Mass. This is our 
time to be formed by God’s Word and nourished at 
the table of the Lord, becoming prepared to live out 
and share our faith in the week that follows. In his 
encyclical, Dies Domini, Pope Saint John Paul II 
reminded us that Christians “cannot live their faith or 
share fully in the life of the Christian community 
unless they take part regularly in the Sunday 
Eucharistic assembly” (no. 81). This is why the 
Church teaches us that Sunday Mass is a non-
negotiable part of being a Christian (see Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 2192). 
 Beyond being a time of worship, we should also 
remember that Sunday is intended to be a day of rest, 
when we make time for recreation, for sharing meals, 
and enjoying the company of friends and family. 
Sunday is given to as a day to take stock of and enjoy 
the blessings that God has given us (see Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 2187). Pope Francis 
reminds us, “The day of rest, centered on the 
Eucharist, sheds its light on the whole week, and 
motivates us to greater concern for nature and the 
poor” (Laudato Si’, no. 237).      ©LPi 

  

Women’s Sacred Journey 
 

Saturday, May 31st at 
9:00am   

 

Faith Formation Office  
SVF School Bldg. 

 

All women in our Family of Parishes are invited to join 
other women to pray and reflect on Scripture 
passages. The gathering is every other Saturday.  No 
registration or fee required.  

DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED! – 
CONNECT WITH TRADITION AND 

GROW YOUR FAITH   

 

Prayer After Meals, Explained 
 

 Just as praying before a meal, praying after a meal is 
meant to inspire in Christians an attitude of thanksgiving 
and an acknowledgment of our dependence on God. 
 Though it is a less common practice in the modern 
world, early Church fathers like Tertullian and St. Jerome 
extolled the importance of praying after a meal, and the 
Christian poet Prudentius composed hymns for before 
and after meals (“ante cibum” and “post cibum”). 
 There are no “official” prayers for after a meal, but 
the most common one said by Catholics is this: “We give 
thee thanks, almighty God, for all your benefits, who lives 
and reigns forever and ever. And may the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in 
peace.” It is a benediction which recalls our perpetual 
fellowship with the entire Body of Christ, including those 
who have passed from this life.     ©LPi 

Pray for our young people   
and their families 

St. Mary—Royal Oak 
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR SAINTS 
 

 

St. Mary Ann of Jesus of Paredes 
1618-1645 

May 26 
 

    Though she lived a short life compared to others, 
St. Mary Ann of Jesus of Parades had a huge impact 
on those she served in the name of God.  
    The youngest of eight children, she was born in 
Ecuador, which at the time was under Spanish 
control. After joining the Secular Franciscans, St. 
Mary Ann of Jesus of Paredes led a life of prayer and 
penance at home, leaving her parents’ home only to 
attend Mass and perform works of charity whenever 
she was needed.  
    During her life, St. Mary Ann of Jesus of Paredes 
established a clinic and school for Africans and 
indigenous Americans. When a plague broke out, she 
stayed to nurse the sick, but unfortunately died 
shortly after. She was canonized by Pope Pius XII in 
1950.         ©LPi 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 

God makes His dwelling with those who love Him 
and keep His word. We must all make our lives 
places where God feels welcome to dwell. Our 
actions, our words, our decisions must all say in 
one voice: “Come, Holy Spirit!”       ©LPi 

MY PEACE I GIVE TO YOU 
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 

When John has a vision of heavenly Jerusalem, he 
sees walls. “A massive, high wall,” to be more 
precise. In the modern lexicon, walls have a negative 
connotation; we use them as metaphors for all that is 
exclusionary and rigid. But throughout much of 
history, walls have meant something very different. In 
the ancient world, walls meant safety.  
 

Walls meant peace. 
 

“My peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you,” 
Jesus tells his disciples in today’s Gospel. “Not as the 
world gives do I give it to you.”  
 

So what’s the difference between the peace we know 
in the world, and the peace we know in Christ? 
 

Well, I would argue that the difference is that the 
peace we know in Christ exists. We know no real 
peace in this world. Sometimes, we witness a sort of 
mirage of peace — something like it, but just a little 
off, and always on the horizon, never within reach.  
 

Peace, to me, means rest. It means quiet. It means the 
absence of confrontation, of conflict, of anxiety. But I 
can’t actually experience any of that in this life, not in 
a substantial way. I can rest — but I never really feel 
rested. I can retreat to a room by myself to have 
silence, but someone always knocks on the door, and 
even if they don’t, my thoughts get pretty loud.  
 

And boy oh boy, are those thoughts full of 
confrontation. Full of anxiety, full of conflict. 
Wherever I go to find peace, the world finds me and 
banishes it.  
 

I think of the walls of heavenly Jerusalem, so high 
and so sturdy, guarded so scrupulously by God’s 
strongest angels. These walls are not barriers. They 
are shields. They are arms, encircling us, gathering us 
in.  
 

In Christ alone can we find peace in this world.  
©LPi 

COME PRAY THE ROSARY  
 

Administration Bldg. Patio 
June 9, 2025  -  7pm   

 

 Again this summer, the Immaculata 
prayer group invites all to join them 
on the Administration Building Patio to pray the 
Holy Rosary on the second and fourth Mondays of 
June, July &  August.  The Immaculata group 
prayers will be prayed at 6:30pm and the rosary 
will begin at 7:00 pm. 
 Please bring your own lawn chair, a rosary, 
your prayer intentions, and, if needed, a bottle of 
water.  If you have any questions please contact 
Jane McKay at 248-548-2765.  

 

U
P
C
O
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G 
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 Fiscal Year 7-1-24 to 6-30-25 Budgeted  Actual Over/Under YTD 

Offertory  Env. Used &  e-fund participants 243 91   

Offertory   $ 5,185.00    $ 4,855.01             (329.99) 31,236.76 

Energy, Coffee/Donuts, Flowers/Trees, Candles, Mass Intentions 472.00   656.00 184.00 1,566.00 

Fundraising: includes Budget Deficit envelope, CSA returned 1,673.00 260.00 (1,413.00) (31,048.21) 

Bequests     

AOD Collections:       

Holy Days:      

CSA 2024   Pledged  13,300.00    Paid 13,300.00 

Financial Stewardship  Giving  -  Week Ending  May 17/18,  2025 

To support St. Vincent Ferrer with a  
financial contribution scan the code below to 

connect to our tithe.ly giving site. 

 MASS SCHEDULES 
 

National Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica 
2100  W. 12 Mile, Royal Oak, 48073 

 

SATURDAY- 8:30am and  
4:30pm (livestreamed)  

SUNDAY-7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am  
3:30pm (Spanish), and 6:00pm    

 

WEEKDAYS (Monday  thru Friday) 
6:30am (livestreamed), 8:30am 

 

St. Justin, St. Mary Magdalen 
1631 E. Elza Hazel Park, 48030 (St J) 

50 E Annabelle Ave. Hazel Park, 48030 (St MM) 
 

SATURDAY - 4:00pm - St. Justin  
SUNDAY - 10:00am - St. Mary Magdalen 

 

St. Mary 
730 S. Lafayette, Royal Oak, 48067 

 

SATURDAY - 4:30pm 
SUNDAY - 9:00am, 11 am 

MON, TUES, THURS, FRI - 7:30am 
WED - 12:10pm 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
 

Question:  How many scripture passages from the 
Bible are usually read during each Mass?  ©LPi 

Answer: Three 

https://www.shrinechurch.com/live-streamed-mass
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