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From The Pastor 
    You must know by now that if I had the choice, I 
would always prefer to speak of the gospel rather 
than money or administration. However, as a Pastor, 
I do not have the luxury of choice in this matter. You 
are quite aware the first Sunday of May is the 
beginning of the annual CSA appeal. 
    I am pleased to begin by thanking you for your 
generous response to last year’s appeal as we sought 
to reach for an additional $50,000. We did not make 
the $50,000 but we did exceed our goal by almost 
forty thousand dollars. Congratulations! Thank you 
to all who helped to make this possible.  
    Our theme this year is “Do you love Me? Feed my 
Sheep.” I am sure this reference relates to the 
opening homily of our new Archbishop, Edward 
Weisenburger. The work of the CSA is our 
commitment to serve the needs of the larger Church 
beyond our parish for the sake of the gospel to give 
hope to all believers.  
    Our goal this year is $37,917. This is a decrease of 
more than two hundred dollars, indicating an overall 
decrease in offertory and supplemental income. Our 
primary need this year is greater support for our 
operating budget. Our physical plant, church, and 
grounds are in good shape. The only ongoing active 
expense is parking lot maintenance. This and other 
unforeseen physical needs can be paid from our 
savings account.  
    My request this year is to ask you to please repeat 
or increase the gift you made last year. If you have 
not been able to give in the past to this appeal or 
offer a weekly gift, anything you can do will be of 
value to support our daily operations. Like last year, 
our greatest loss of income is the decrease in the rent 
money received from the Charter School. This 
supplemental income is currently $100,000 less than 
it was prior to the covid pandemic.  
    Please see my letter sent through the mail 
regarding this appeal. I will repeat the increase I 
offered in my CSA gift of last year. I ask for your 
generosity and prayer for the success of this 
important work. Questions may be addressed to the 
parish office. Thank you for your faithful 
consideration.  
    What happened to the old Peter lost in fear and 
occupied with his ego prior to the death of Jesus? 
After encountering the Risen Christ in the Upper 
Room, Peter and the other Apostles are transformed 

in a way no one could ever imagine. After Jesus is 
arrested, Peter vehemently denied knowing him. 
Days later, fearful and locked behind closed doors, 
Peter encounters Jesus in an undeniable way that 
transformed his life. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
he now boldly gives witness to the same ones of 
whom they were so afraid.  
    The story comes full circle some days later at the 
seashore as the disciples are trying to catch fish. 
Notice how John, the gospel writer recreates the 
scene of the call of Peter. They are fishing all night 
and catch nothing as they see Jesus on the shore, not 
knowing it was he. Announcing they have caught 
nothing; Jesus directs another cast. They catch an 
abundance of fish whereupon they realize the man on 
the shore is Jesus.  
    Jesus uses the encounter to elicit the love and 
commitment of Peter after his denial. Consider the 
emotions and inner thoughts of Peter. ‘Jesus, you 
know I love you and I know you love me. I know 
you understand and accept me because I feel and 
know your forgiveness. With your love and 
acceptance, I am learning to know and love myself 
because I have come to know and love you. I know I 
do not want to be without you. Where would I go? 
What more can I say? You confuse me, frustrate me, 
and challenge me, but I know I don’t want to live 
without you. In the love you have given me, you 
know I will follow you.’ 
    This is the transformation of the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Jesus. How is that felt and known in your 
faith, your relationship with Jesus? Think about who 
it is you love: Jesus, God, Savior? Then, not only 
who it is you love, but how you love Jesus/God. 
What motivates or inspires this love? What makes 
you come back to Jesus after a slip or fall, or a time 
of being away from the Lord? Like Peter, your words 
are likely to come hard. Does this give you pause? 
    This is when you remind yourself that you 
received the same Holy Spirit that Peter received. 
Your life and experience are different than Peter’s. 
Your failures and successes are different, like your 
personality and life circumstance. Like Peter, the 
grace of the Spirit given to you is personal, specific, 
and uniquely made for you. As we approach the feast 
of Pentecost, spend some time how you would 
answer Jesus if he asked you, “Do you love Me? 
           Father John Esper 
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MONDAY, May 5, 2025 
8:00am Mass: Kristina Maulding† req. by Regina Juska-Svoba 
TUESDAY, May 6, 2025 
8:00am Mass:  William Paterson† req. by Sheryl Brown 
WEDNESDAY, May 7, 2025  
8:00am Mass: Marcus Maulding (10th R.A.) & Rimantas 
Labieka (Memorial Birthday) req. by Regina Juska-Svoba 
THURSDAY, May 8, 2025  
8:00am Mass: Tom Esper† req. by Family  
SATURDAY, May 10, 2025l 
4:00pm Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer  
Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family 
Pat King† req. by Barb Plotzka 
Mary Jo Kronbach† req. by Mary Ann Simmons 
Jean Witkowski† req. by Marie Bessler 
Deanna (Special Intention) req. by Family 
Marian Grabowski req. by Jean & Mike Pietraszewski 
SUNDAY, May 11, 2025  
9:00am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family 
Lorraine Kuczborski† req. by Stanley Kuczborski & Family 
Doug Evans† req. by Family & Friends 
Diane Mary Cartter† req. by Peter & Mary Jo Miles 
Nancy Fogoros† req. by Marie Sankuer 
Cathy McCarthy† req. by Corrine McCarthy 
Jo Kronbach† req. by Susan Kronbach 

May 4, 2025 
 

Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11
   -12, 13 (2a)/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 
   21:1-14 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30/
   Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b 
   and 8a, 17 and 21ab/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a/Jn 
   6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20/Jn 
   6:44-51 
Friday:  Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-
   17/Jn 6:60-69 
Next Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 
   (3c)/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 

ST VINCENT FERRER PARISH OFFICE 
 

28353 Herbert St., Madison Heights, MI  48071 

248-542-8720    Fax 248-542-8721     

Website: www.stvincentferrer.net 
 
 

  Parish Office Hours  
 

Monday through Thursday  
9am to Noon  -  1:00pm to 4:30pm,  

Friday 9am to Noon, Closed Saturday & Sunday 
 

Parish Office Staff 
 Reverend John C. Esper, Priest in Solidum 

 Deborah Tourville, Bus. Mgr/Adult Faith Formation 

 Sheryl Brown, Parish Secretary/Bulletin  

 Jim Balistreri, Music Coordinator 

 Mary Ann Przybysz, Evangelical Charity Coordinator/ 

  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(OCIA) Coordinator 

 Carl Copen, Facilities Supervisor 

 Alex Mototolea, Maintenance 
 

 

 

Faith Formation Office   

248-398-1743 – call for appointment 
Matthew Zinser, Childhood Faith Formation Coordinator 

 

For  information on Baptisms, OCIA and  

Funerals contact the Parish Office  248-542-8720 

 

Daily Mass  
 

8:00am Monday thru Thursday 
  

Weekend Masses  
 

Saturday  -  4:00pm 
  

Sunday  -  9:00am  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays  3:00  -  3:45pm  

  in Chapel 
 

 Live Streaming of Mass  
Monday thru Thursday 8:00am  

and Sunday 9:00am 
 

Adoration on Tuesdays 
8:45am to 10:00am 

 

        Livestream of Rosary on  
              Thursdays following Mass 
 

 

Search for St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church (in 
Madison Heights) on youtube to find our channel or 

connect via our APP or website 

LIVE 

STREAMING 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

READINGS OF THE WEEK 
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St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Community  
 

extends its deepest sympathy and support 

to the family and friends of  

  Rose McGee 

Please remember her and the souls of all 

the faithful departed in your prayers.    

May all the deceased be welcomed into paradise! 

 

The St Vincent Ferrer Music 
Ministry invites everyone to 

an evening of nostalgic 
musical fun 

 

 THIS Wed., May 7th  
at 7:00pm  

 
 
 
 

 

to the popular hits songs and show 
tunes from the 40’s through the 70’s. 

 
Lyrics will be on the screens 

reminiscent of the Mitch Miller 
entertainment days. 

 
 
 

Light refreshments will follow. 
 
 

A free will offering will support       
the work of our                             

St. Vincent de Paul Conference. 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

I eat breakfast. If I don’t 
have something substantial, 
I’m fading by midmorning. 
Breakfast is my key meal 
because it sets up my 
physical wellbeing for the 
rest of the day.  
 Spiritually speaking, 

we need sustenance to get us going. This is true for 
the Apostles in this Sunday’s remarkable Gospel 
reading. The risen Jesus makes his third appearance 
to them in the early morning light and calls, “Come, 

have breakfast” (John 21:12). The exhausted and 
cold fishermen sit, and he feeds them bread and fish 
as the dawn breaks. They are overwhelmed by his 
presence to the point of awestruck silence. As they 
eat, their bodies and their hearts come alive. Once 
refreshed by their morning meal, they will be ready to 
feed others — indeed, the whole world — with the 
love of the risen Jesus. But first, they need breakfast 
from him.  
 Do you realize how essential early morning 
prayer is? Jesus desires to refresh us every morning 
with his word of love, with his grace-filled presence. 
This week, hear Jesus calling to you: “Come, have 
breakfast!” Embrace some form of spiritual, 
meditative practice each morning for spiritual 
strength to get you going.           

 — Father John Muir 
©LPi 

We Remember... 
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...an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Conclave in the 
selection of a new Pope 
...all government leaders to seek wisdom in finding 
peaceful solutions to world wars and tensions. 
...medical and humanitarian aid for those suffering from 
hardship due to catastrophic weather, fires, wars, floods, 
earthquakes and disasters. 
...respect for life from conception to natural death 
...the safety of men and women dedicated to protecting 
lives and freedom. 
...the homeless, the addicted and all who are suffering 
physically, spiritually, mentally, and emotionally. 
...all who are sick, homebound, undergoing or recovering 
from surgery, medical procedures, treatments or testing, 
and those who have made specific prayer requests. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
   You are the Divine Physician and Healer.  To You, we lift 
up in prayer all who are lonely, homeless, sick or addicted; 
all who are unemployed or underemployed;  all who are 
anxious or depressed and all who are suffering in any way 
spiritually, physically or emotionally.  In their pain and 
brokenness, we ask that you bring them the comfort of your 
loving presence.  In You, may they find strength for the day 
and hope for the journey.        Amen 

Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Easter 
Saturday: St. John of Avila, Priest and Doctor of the 
   Church; St. Damien de Veuster, Priest 
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Easter; World Day  
      of Prayer for Vocations; Mother’s Day   
               ©LPi 

OBSERVANCES OF  THE  WEEK 

EVANGELICAL CHARITY 

CCSEM Senior Food Collection 
 

Next Weekend  -   May 10/11 
 

 

Items requested: 
 

Individual lunchbox sized and packaged snacks like: 
Crackers, Granola bars, Cereal bars and Fruit snacks 
 

Canned Foods including: Soups, Stews, Chili, Ravioli, 
Spaghettios, Fruit, Vegetables 
 

Gift cards, in any amount are especially appreciated 
and used to buy perishable food, from: Kroger, 
Meijer, Walmart or Target 
 
 

Monthly Hospitality/ Blood Pressure 
Checks in 2 weeks  -  Sunday, May 18 

 

On Sunday, May 18th, Angela, our Parish Nurse will be 
checking blood pressures at our monthly Coffee and  

Donut Hospitality. 

The Catholic Services Appeal 
for 2025 begins this weekend. 

Our target for this year is  
$ 37,917.00. 

 

 

Checks must be made to 
Archdiocese of Detroit-CSA and mailed to the gift 
processing center in Minnesota using the return 
envelope included in the packets mailed to 
parishioners.  To make an electronic donation, 
please follow the directions on the pledge cards.  If 
you did not receive a CSA letter packet and wish to 
make a donation, please call the Parish Office . 

2025 

The Witnesses of What Makes No Sense 
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
 It never fails to amuse me that the disciples in 
today’s Gospel don’t recognize Jesus until he asks 
them to do something that makes absolutely no 
logical sense.  
 He’s just some random stranger on the shore — 
until he gives them an order that, in any other 
circumstances, would have them rolling their eyes 
into the backs of their head: Drop the nets again. I 
know you haven’t caught anything all night. I know 
you’re tired. Just do it one more time. Trust me. 
Again. 
 That’s when they recognize him. 
 The disciples display such poor recognition of 
Jesus after the resurrection. I’m sure there’s a good, 
theologically sound reason for it, one I am not smart 
enough to explain. Whatever that reason is, it’s very 
clear that God was carefully orchestrating these 
moments of realization. He is trying to tell us 
something about how we recognize the risen Christ 
— the one who has conquered sin, the one whose 
love was stronger than death. The one who never 
made any sense, and never will, because his kingdom 
is not of this world, and to understand him — to 
recognize him — you have to detach from the 
priorities, the expectations, the limitations of this 
present world.  
 You have to be willing to do what makes no 
sense. 
 Love — again, even when it doesn’t make sense. 
Forgive — again, even when it doesn’t make sense. 
Believe — again, even when it doesn't make sense. 
 “We are the witnesses of these things,” Peter tells 
the Sanhedrin (Acts 5:32). Peter, who was so full of 
joy when he recognized Jesus that he leapt into the 
sea, fully clothed, desperate to be near him. 
 It makes no sense, and that’s okay. That’s kind of 
our whole thing, as Christians. We are the witnesses 
of the things that make no sense.    ©LPi 
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR SAINTS 
 

St. Rose Venerini  
(1656-1728) 

Feast Day  -  May 7 
 

 The story of St. Rose of Venerini is one of 
having faith in God and his calling in your life. Born 
in Italy in 1656, she was the daughter of a doctor. 
Following the death of her fiancé, she entered a 
convent in the hopes of becoming a nun, but soon 
returned home to care for her mother after the death 
of her father. In an effort to keep up her spiritual 
side, St. Rose invited women of the neighborhood to 
recite the rosary in her home, and together they 
formed a sodality.  
 Unsure of where her life was headed, she sought 
the spiritual guidance of a Jesuit priest. After much 
contemplation, she admitted to feeling called to be a 
teacher in the world, rather than a nun in a convent. 
Eventually, she moved ahead and opened a free 
school for girls in 1685. Eventually, she was invited 
to oversee the training of teachers and the administration of 
schools in the Diocese of Montefiascone, which then 
led to being called upon to organize schools in many 
parts of Italy, including Rome.  
 St. Rose died in Rome in 1728 amid a number of 
miracles that many credit to her. The group of 
women she first prayed with in her home eventually 
became known as the Venerini Sisters, found in the 
United States and working among Italian 
immigrants. St. Rose was beatified in 1952 and 
canonized in 2006.        © LPi 

 

St. Louise de Marillac   
1591-1660 

Feast Day  -  May 9 
 

 God calls us in every stage of life. This week is 
the feast of Louise de Marillac. As a young girl, she 
felt called to the religious life. However, she 
received advice to marry instead. Her husband died 
12 years into their marriage. In the wake of her 
husband’s death, she met St. Vincent de Paul. She 
was greatly inspired by his work with the poor, and 
he became her spiritual director. She began a training 
center out of her own home to train other young 
woman to serve the poor and sick. This became the 
Sisters of Charity. The religious order began to grow, 
as slowly more sisters joined to work in hospitals and 
orphanages across France. The Sisters of Charity 
now serve worldwide. When your life takes an 
unexpected turn, consider where God might be 

calling you!         © LPi 

     If you haven’t visited our parish library recently, you may enjoy taking a look at the inspiring DVD’s that were recently 
donated.  Among them are THE PASSION, (Mel Gibson’s work), JESUS OF NAZARETH, Zeffirelli; THE CHOSEN, 
seasons 1 through 4; IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA, Ignatius Press; and others.  Come and see.   The SVF Library is at the 
Parish office and open during business hours. 

LIVING WITH PARKINSON’S 
 

 Parkinson’s disease is a neurodegenerative disorder 
that affects dopamine producing neurons in the brain. 
Symptoms develop slowly over years and can be 
different from one person to another. The symptoms can 
range from changes in movement to cognitive 
impairments such as depression and anxiety. The cause 
is unknown but it is believed that it is related to a 
combination of genetic and environmental factors. There 
is no cure and treatment options vary from medications 
to lifestyle changes and surgery. 
 Father Domenico Vitulli described his life with 
Parkinson’s. “Parkinson’s has taken control of my body 
and mind. I want to stay still, but I must move; I want to 
walk, but I am forced to stop; I want to express a 
thought, but the words elude me. My mind grows 
sluggish, and I start to doze off, but giving in depresses 
me. My arm, shoulder, and leg ache at times; my thighs 
stiffen in the afternoon, and getting out of bed in the 
morning is laborious with stabbing back pain.” 
 As a caregiver to your loved one’s Parkinson’s 
journey, the role of care partner is something you grow 
into. In the early stages you will build your knowledge 
base and provide support. This is a time to talk to your 
loved one about how to navigate this journey together. 
As the disease progresses you may see changes in how 
the person feels, thinks and reasons. They can become 
depressed, sad, or anxious. Look for support groups 
nearby for yourself and your loved one. Exercise for 
both of you is a form of medication that helps prevent a 
decline in your quality of life. 
 As Parkinson’s symptoms advance your loved one 
will need more time to complete tasks. This is the time 
for you to become adaptable. Seek a referral for 
physical or occupational therapy and rearrange things 
so they are easier to reach, use electric toothbrushes 
and shavers. Anticipate changes in the ability to move, 
involuntary movements of face, arms, legs, or trunk. Let 
your care team know so medications can be adjusted.  
 In the advanced stage the person with Parkinson’s 
is no longer independent. Try to stick to a daily routine. 
Try to make time with your loved one that is not focused 
on caregiving tasks. Schedule a time to rest. Thinking 
and memory changes could include forgetfulness, 
confusion, and compulsive behaviors. This can be 
frustrating and frightening but they need to be 
acknowledged. Try to use the same cues when 
providing care, Try using humor to diffuse a stressful 
situation. Avoid sarcastic remarks that can be 
misinterpreted.  
 Regular breaks in caregiving can help you find 
balance. Further information can be found at 
Parkinson.org. 

Angela Maynard, Parish Nurse 

 LIBRARY GEMS 
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK FOR REFLECTION 
 
1st Reading Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41 
Question: The Apostles “rejoiced” when they suffered 
public dishonor for preaching that Jesus rose from the 
dead. Have you ever found joy amid your own suffering?  
 
2nd Reading Rv 5:11-14 
Question:  John has a vision of the whole created order 
worshipping and praising Jesus as the slain and risen 
Lamb. In what ways will you praise and worship Jesus 
this week?  
 
Gospel   Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 
Question: The resurrected Jesus reveals to Peter that 
the cost of following him and leading the disciples will be 
his own martyrdom. How are you sometimes challenged 
in following Jesus?   

   ©LPi 

 
 

 

May 10/11, 2025 

Mass 4:00pm 9:00am 

    

Sacristan  D Tourville C McCarthy 

    

Reader #1 R Pasiak A Goll 

Reader #2 D Tourville C McCarthy 

    

EME T Riley N Virga 

  R Pasiak A Goll 

  T Pasiak T Karolski 

    

Greeters L Collins M McLaughlin 

  N Oparka D McLaughlin 

  J Ballantine P Rarus 

  T Oparka T Lane 

Traveling Chalice Host beginning  week of May 10/11, 2025 
Robin Silverest 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

Responding to God 
 

Question:  I can’t explain it. I feel a nudge from God to 
something out of the ordinary. How do I respond? 
 

Answer:  You’re in good company! Abraham was 
asked to leave all he knew and loved for a strange land, 
with only abstract divine assurance that such a sacrifice 
would be worth it. Plenty of prophets protested against 
God’s call, whether it was claiming they were too young 
(Jeremiah) or running away entirely, only to end up in a 
whale’s belly (Jonah). St. Joseph was asked to do 
something very strange. He was asked to believe — on 
the word of an angelic appearance in a dream — that 
his betrothed was pregnant not from another man, but 
by a miraculous intervention of God. Then he was 
called to marry her. 
    Author Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “You shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you odd.” 
Sometimes God’s invitation might seem strange or 
challenging. It might require sacrifices we never 
expected to make. Our life might look different than we 
had always imagined. But as we all know, life throws its 
own curveballs, regardless of whether or not we’re 
listening for God’s will. Better, one would think, to be 
open to the promptings of God and to follow along the 
strange trails that they lead. We have the assurance 
that, eventually, we will find green pastures.       ©LPi 

DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED! – 
CONNECT WITH TRADITION AND 

GROW YOUR FAITH   

 

Hail Mary, Explained 
 

 The words of the Hail Mary — undoubtedly the 

most recognizable Catholic prayer after the Lord’s 

Prayer — are deeply rooted in scripture. The opening 

lines of the prayer are taken from the words of the 

angel Gabriel at the Annunciation — “Hail Mary, full 

of grace, the Lord is with thee.” This line is known as 

the Angelic Salutation. The following words — 

“Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb, Jesus” — echo the sentiments 

expressed by Elizabeth at the Visitation.  

 The Angelic Salutation is regarded as the earliest 

devotional prayer to Mary, since it forms the very 

first words spoken to her as the Mother of God, but 

Catholics did not begin to utilize the Hail Mary 

prayer in its current form until around the 11th 

century.  

 An in-depth explanation of each line of this 

prayer is provided in the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, 2676-2677.  
            ©LPi 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP &  
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
 

Saturday, May 10th at 9:00am 
Faith Formation Office in School 
 

 

The men’s fellowship group gathers for a scripture 

reflection/sharing every other Saturday.  All men are 

welcome.  No fees or registration are required. 
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Fiscal Year 7-1-24 to 6-30-25 Budgeted  Actual Over/Under YTD 

Offertory  Env. Used &  e-fund participants 243 95   

Offertory   $ 5,185.00    $5,540.52             355.52 24,939.33 

Energy, Coffee/Donuts, Flowers/Trees, Candles, Mass Intentions 472.00   312.00 (160.00) 1,136.00 

Fundraising: includes Budget Deficit envelope, CSA returned 1,673.00 225.00 (1,448.00) (26,871.71) 

Bequests  126.00  3,766.80 

AOD Collections:       

Holy Days: Easter  210.00  6,795.00 

CSA 2024 Final Update  Pledged  76,160.34    Paid 75,160.34 

Financial Stewardship  Giving  -  Week Ending  April  26/27,  2025 

To support St. Vincent Ferrer with a  
financial contribution scan the code below to 

connect to our tithe.ly giving site. 

 MASS SCHEDULES 
 

National Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica 
2100  W. 12 Mile, Royal Oak, 48073 

 

SATURDAY- 8:30am and  
4:30pm (livestreamed)  

SUNDAY-7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am  
3:30pm (Spanish), and 6:00pm    

 

WEEKDAYS (Monday  thru Friday) 
6:30am (livestreamed), 8:30am 

 

St. Justin, St. Mary Magdalen 
1631 E. Elza Hazel Park, 48030 (St J) 

50 E Annabelle Ave. Hazel Park, 48030 (St MM) 
 

SATURDAY - 4:00pm - St. Justin  
SUNDAY - 10:00am - St. Mary Magdalen 

 

St. Mary 
730 S. Lafayette, Royal Oak, 48067 

 

SATURDAY - 4:30pm 
SUNDAY - 9:00am, 11am 

MON, TUES, THURS, FRI - 7:30am 
WED - 12:10pm 

Gifts in Disguise 
 

 Have you ever opened a gift and wondered what 
the giver was thinking?  
 I won’t call out any of my family or friends here, but 
suffice to say, I think we have all been the confused 
recipient of a sweater that wasn't our size or a gift card 
to a store where we don’t shop. But we smiled all the 
same and said how much it meant to us, because we 
know that when it comes to gifts, it’s all about the 
gesture. 
 Suffering is a lot like that — the gift you never 
asked for, and don’t really want to receive. Sometimes 
we look at suffering and, like the apostles who see 
Jesus as a stranger on the shore, we don’t recognize it 
for what it can be. We don’t appreciate the catalyst 
suffering can be for change, for growth, for grace.  
 What was the gift that you received in disguise? 
Was it a relationship that confounded and frustrated 
you? Was it a job that tested your spirit? An obstacle 
that stopped you dead in your tracks? A rejection that 
threatened to break your spirit? 
 If I go back and look at the worst gifts I’ve ever 
gotten, chances are that I didn’t like them because I 
didn’t know what to do with them — they were more 
fitted for someone else’s interests, someone else’s life. 
It’s the same with suffering. We’re tempted to cast 
suffering aside when it comes our way because it 
doesn’t fit the person we are. Suffering is made to fit 
the person God knows we have the ability, with His 
grace, to become. 
 Hang onto that suffering. Unlike the misshapen 
sweater, it really will come in handy. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 

 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 

 Jesus bids the disciples to bring their bounty of fish 
to the fire, to gather around it, to be warmed and fed. 
God’s invitation is for all of us: come to the fire of His 
love. Be warmed. Be fed. Then, go forth, and feed the 
sheep.            ©LPi 

https://www.shrinechurch.com/live-streamed-mass
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