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From The Pastor 
    The story of the Rich Young Man is timeless and 
universal. Why? In one way or another, the story is a 
mirror or an image of the lives of so many of us. For 
many people, the story is easily dismissed because 
the young man is rich. Most people are not rich, so 
they do not strongly identify with the story. Even 
those who are rich in the wealth and goods of the 
world may not see themselves as rich knowing others 
who are richer than they. Money and wealth are funny 
that way. More than enough never seems to be enough.  
    The overall theme today is wisdom. Wisdom as a 
spiritual truth is only known in God. Wisdom is the 
Spirit of God; the Spirit of love that directs the mind 
and heart of the believer. Wisdom is the way, the 
truth, and the life of Jesus. Those who follow Jesus 
wholeheartedly will come to know this. Wisdom is 
the seedbed of inner peace that has found the pearl of 
great price for which all is sold to attain it. The path 
may be difficult, but the inner peace of wisdom 
secures the way.  
    The rich young man is a good person who seeks 
the way of God. Notice the man’s excitement 
running up to Jesus, kneeling before him and asking 
his question. He desires to know the way to inherit 
eternal life. This is a universal human longing. We 
all want to know the answer to this question. Jesus 
directs him through the Commandments to which he 
confidently affirms his fidelity. He has followed all 
the rules and happy to say so.  
    This young man seems to miss that Jesus looks at 
him with love, loving him, and seeing in him a deep 
desire for the truth of God. Seeing this goodness in 
the man, Jesus shares this wisdom: “Go sell what you 
have and give to the poor and you will have treasure 
in heaven; then come and follow me.” Jesus wants 
the goodness of this man’s heart to share in the work 
of the gospel. Jesus acts on his love for him, saying 
“come, follow me.” Be one with us.  
    In what seems a stunning contradiction, the man 
walks away sad for the sake of his many possessions. 
What happened? Where did his zeal for God go and 
his desire to inherit eternal life? Simple answer is 
that he loved and depended on his possessions more 
that he could trust in the way of God. What does this 
story say to you? How might this interaction have 
something to do with you or me? 
    Everyone has a ‘one thing.’ For the rich man it 
was  money  and possessions.   Is there one thing that 

would tempt you to walk away from God, sadly? 
    To believe in God and find the joy of Divine 
wisdom means that God is number one. God is our 
inner center. God becomes the deepest identity and 
purpose that motivates all movements and actions of 
life. God cannot be one more tool in the tool belt of 
life so we can fix and figure out our own way. Note 
in the opening question of the rich man, “What must 
I do to inherit eternal life?” On his own, the man can 
do nothing, least of all find his own way to God. 
    Like the rich man, what might be your ‘one thing’ 
that hinders a full and trusting surrender to God’s 
invitation? For some, it is reputation, ego, or success. 
For others, its security and control against fear and 
vulnerability. Still others, self-sufficiency, the need 
to do it themself, refusing the need for others. Some 
resist giving up the life they have made for themself, 
by themself. We all have favorite comforts, 
conveniences, pillows, jackets, jewelry, or various 
keepsakes. We all know in the gift of wisdom (first 
reading) gold is a little sand, and ‘silver is accounted mire.’  
    I cannot help but think of those in the ravages of 
hurricane Helene. All of life changed. The security 
and stability of daily life disappeared. For too many, 
the immediate reality is survival; food, water, shelter, 
loved ones. Even in the reality of their despair, the 
greater number have turned to God. I have heard in 
many of the accounts and videos: ‘at least we are 
alive,’ ‘God spared us.’ God protected us.’ ‘We did 
not lose anyone. We all got out safe.’ ‘Thanks be to God.’ 
    Wisdom is not only finding yourself but in finding 
yourself you find God at your center and realize you 
are home. You know you are not alone; that you 
belong to God. Belonging to God you realize your 
life is not your own but is for those who enter and 
pass through your life. This is the joy and the fruit of 
wisdom. Walking away sad would never cross your 
mind.  
    Did the rich man ever come back to Jesus? I heard 
it said that the rich man was Matthew the tax-
collector who finally came to Jesus. Some say it was 
Zacchaeus the tax-collector who accepted and 
surrendered to the Lord’s invitation. Could that be 
true? What about you? 
    If you discover a ‘one thing,’ offer it to Jesus and 
see what he can do with it. Full hearted faith in the 
power of Jesus learns the way to eternal life.  
            Father John Esper 
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MONDAY, October 14, 2024  
8:00am Mass:  Samuel Cimino† req. by Family 
TUESDAY, October 15, 2024   
8:00am Mass:  Christopher Hudy (Special Intention) req. 
by Mom 
WEDNESDAY, October 16, 2024  
8:00am Mass:  Elena Maulding (39th R.A.) req. by 
Regina Juska-Svoba 
THURSDAY, October 17, 2024    
8:00am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
SATURDAY, October 19, 2024  
4:00pm Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Alyssa & Christopher Barile (Wedding Blessings) req. by 
Corrine McCarthy 
Mike & Jean Pietraszewski (64th Wedding Anniversary) 
SUNDAY, October 20, 2024  
9:00am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Richard McCarthy† req. by Corrine McCarthy 
Pina Tosto† req. by Virga Family 
Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Family 
Regis Welsh† req. by Paula Moran 

October 13, 2024 
 

Sunday: Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 (14)/ 
  Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 
Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Ps   
  113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/Lk 11:29-32  
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47,  
  48/Lk 11:37-41  
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3 and 6/Lk   
  11:42-46  
Thursday: Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5- 
  6/Lk 11:47-54  
Friday:  2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13,  
  17-18/Lk 10:1-9    
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7/Lk  
  12:8-12  
Next Sunday: Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22, 
  (22)/Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or  
  10:42-45 

ST VINCENT FERRER PARISH OFFICE 
 

28353 Herbert St., Madison Heights, MI  48071 
248-542-8720    Fax 248-542-8721     
Website: www.stvincentferrer.net 

 
 
 

  P  O  H   
 

Monday through Thursday  
9am to Noon  -  1:00pm to 4:30pm,  

Friday 9am to Noon, Closed Saturday & Sunday 
 

Parish Office Staff 
 Reverend John C. Esper, Priest in Solidum 
 Deborah Tourville, Bus. Mgr/Adult Faith Formation 
 Sheryl Brown, Parish Secretary/Bulletin  
 Jim Balistreri, Music Coordinator 
 Mary Ann Przybysz, Evangelical Charity Coordinator/ 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(OCIA) Coordinator 
 Carl Copen, Facilities Supervisor 
 Alex Mototolea, Maintenance 
 
 
 

F  F  O    
248-398-1743 – call for appointment 

Matthew Zinser, Childhood Faith Formation Coordinator 
 

For  information on Baptisms, OCIA and  
Funerals contact the Parish Office  248-542-8720 

 

D  M   
 

8:00am Monday thru Thursday   

W  M   
 

Saturday  -  4:00pm   

Sunday  -  9:00am  
 

S   R  
Saturdays  3:00  -  3:45pm  

in Chapel 
 

   Live Streaming of Mass  
Monday thru Thursday 8:00am  

and Sunday 9:00am 
 

Adoration on Tuesdays  
8:45am to 10:00am 

 

     Livestream of Rosary on  
           Thursdays following Mass 
 

 

Search for St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church (in 
Madison Heights) on youtube to find our channel or 

connect via our APP or website 

LIVE 
STREAMING 

...all government 
leaders to seek 
wisdom in finding 
peaceful solutions 
to world wars and 
tensions. 
...medical and 

OCTOBER 
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S  V  D P  M  
T , O . 15  -  6:30   -    

 

Anyone with a compassionate interest in helping those 
in need is welcome to attend the meeting. 

JOIN US THIS WEDNESDAY 

 
...all government 
leaders to seek 
wisdom in finding 
peaceful solutions to 
world wars and 

tensions. 
...medical and humanitarian aid for those suffering from 
hardship due to catastrophic weather, fires, wars, 
floods, earthquakes and disasters. 
...respect for life from conception to natural death 
...the safety of men and women dedicated to protecting 
lives and freedom. 
...the homeless, the addicted and all who are suffering 
physically, spiritually, mentally, and emotionally. 
...the respect for life from conception to natural death 
...all who are sick, homebound, undergoing or 
recovering from surgery, medical procedures, 
treatments or testing, and those who have made 
specific prayer requests. 

Lord Jesus, 
   You are the Divine Physician and Healer.  To You, we lift 
up in prayer all who are lonely, homeless, sick or addicted; 
all who are unemployed or underemployed;  all who are 
anxious or depressed and all who are suffering in any way 
spiritually, physically or emotionally.  In their pain and 
brokenness, we ask that you bring them the comfort of your 
loving presence.  In You, may they find strength for the day 
and hope for the journey.  Amen 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 

 
“Who can be saved?” the apostles wonder. 
Who can be good enough? Smart enough? 
Holy enough? Jesus reminds them that no 
one can be — not without asking for help. 
We all need help to be holy. Never tire of 
asking for the help you need.       ©LPi 

 

BREAKFAST 
BOOK STUDY 

 

WEDNESDAYS  
9:00am 

Beginning Oct. 30th 
 

"Grant, Lord, that I may know 
myself that I may know thee." ―Augustine 

 

Much is said in Christian circles about knowing God. 
But Christians throughout the ages have agreed that 
there cannot be deep knowledge of God without deep 
knowledge of the self. Discerning your true self is 
inextricably related to discerning God's purposes for 
you. Paradoxically, the more you become like Christ, 
the more you become authentically yourself. In this 
profound exploration of Christian identity, psychologist and 
spiritual director David G. Benner illuminates the spirituality 
of self-discovery. He exposes the false selves that you 
may hide behind and calls you to discover the true self 
that emerges from your uniqueness in Christ. Freeing 
you from illusions about yourself, Benner shows that 
self-understanding leads to the fulfillment of your God-
given destiny and vocation. Rest assured, you need not 
try to be someone you are not. But you will deepen 
your experience of God through discovering the gift of 
being yourself. 

Sign up in back of church or  
call the Parish Office to register. 

Hurricane Helene Relief 
 

 Catholic Charities USA, the official disaster relief 
agency of the Church in the United States, has an 
online donation mechanism at:  

https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/?
form=helene 

 Please note, 100% of donations made via the 
link above go to support recovery efforts. Catholic 
Charities USA works directly with local Catholic 
Charities agencies in the affected areas to provide 
humanitarian relief.  
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MERCY IN ACTION 

VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP 
Oct. 12/13 

 

Volunteers are needed on 
October 19th to make The 
Mercy in Action Service Day a 
success.  Sign up sheets for the 
various activities will be 
available in back of church this 
weekend. 

 
 

CREAMY PEANUT BUTTER 
& JELLY  COLLECTION 

Oct. 12/13 
 

As we continue to prepare for 
our Mercy in Action Day, our 
next need is peanut butter and 
jelly that will be used in 
preparing sandwiches that will 
be taken to MATTS shelter for 
the homeless in Warren.  The 
dates for the PB&J collection are 
Oct. 12/13.  Thank you, again! 

 
 

SEMINARIANS 
 CANDY 

COLLETION 
Ends Oct. 20 

 

Sacred Heart 
Seminarians are  collecting 
bags of wrapped candy to be 
given out to the 2000+ children 
in their neighborhood that will 
come trick or treating.  They need 
your help to make this year a 
success!   
 Place candy donations in 
the marked basket in back of 
church or drop off at Parish 
Office during week.  

OCT. 
19 

SVF WILL HOST A BLOOD DRIVE ON  
THURSDAY, OCT 24TH   -  1PM TO 7PM 

 

You can sign up to donate blood or volunteer to help at the Blood Drive on  
Oct 5/6 after Mass or you can sign up to donate blood online.  Go to:  

redcrossblood.org   In the upper right corner click the red Find a Blood Drive button. On the next screen click Find 
A Drive in the upper right corner of the screen.  On the left side of the next screen enter Sponsor Code: SVFCC or 
just call  1-800-733-2767. 
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK FOR REFLECTION 
 
First Reading: Wis 7:7-11  
We hear how Solomon prayed for and received the 
virtues of prudence and wisdom. What are you 
praying to the Lord for these days?   
 

Second Reading: Heb 4:12-13 
Hebrews teaches us that “the word of God” knows 
and understands what is in our hearts and minds. Do 
you find this comforting or unsettling?  
 

Gospel: Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 
Jesus taught his followers that excessive wealth and 
possessions can impact one’s priorities in life. What 
are some practical ways to keep Jesus as a top 
priority in your life?    

 ©LPi 

 
 

 

October 19/20, 2024 
Mass 4:00pm 9:00am 
    
Sacristan  T Riley L Yolkiewicz 
    
Reader #1 D Tourville R Grant 

Reader #2 T Riley L Yolkiewicz 
    
EME D Tourville M Waskowski 
  R Pasiak A Goll 
  P Miles R Grant 
    
Greeters R Juska-Svoba T Lane 
  L Collins D Vu 
  M Smith B Gutowski 
  R Bertolini S Bosetti 
Traveling Chalice Host beginning  week of October 19/20 

Stan & Linda Yolkiewicz 

 Women’s Sacred Journey 
 

S , O  19  
9:00    

 

F  F  O   
SVF S  B . 

 

All women in our Family of Parishes are invited to join 
other women to pray and reflect on Scripture 
passages. The gathering is every other Saturday.  No 
registration or fee required.  

WHY DO WE DO TH@T?   
C@THOLIC LIFE EXPL@INED 

 

L ’  P  
 

Question: Why don’t Catholics add the “For yours is 
the Kingdom ...” prayer at the end of the Our Father like 
Protestants do? Where did it come from? 
 

Answer:  The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer that 
you refer to is called a doxology, which is a prayer of 
glory and praise. This particular doxology we do use in 
the Mass. After the Our Father, the priest prays the 
prayer that begins, “Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from 
every evil...” and the people respond with the doxology. 
The doxology is not found in the Bible, but it is very 
ancient. It was first found in The Didache, also called 
“The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,” which dates 
probably from about the year AD 90. It was a letter of 
instruction to early converts to Christianity. 
Protestantism dates only to the sixteenth century, so the 
doxology is actually a Catholic prayer. Some scholars 
and the catechism (#2760) indicate that the doxology 
was connected to the celebration of the Eucharist and 
was not used apart from it. 
 Remember, both the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Eucharist were part of the “mysteries of faith,” things 
taught only to believers. Ironically, a remnant of a prayer 
used during the celebration of the Eucharist has comes 
to be used widely by many Christian churches that do 
not celebrate the Eucharist! Truth is indeed stranger 
than fiction!         ©LPi 

“I invite all Catholics to join me (*Bishop Michael F. 
Burbridge) in a concerted effort of prayer between now 

and our national elections, by daily praying our  
Respect Life Month”  

Prayer for Life to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Jesus, you came that we might have life– and have it 
in abundance.  Together with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, you form us in our mothers’ wombs and call us 
to love you for all eternity.  As your most precious gift 
of human life is attacked, draw us ever close to your 
Real Presence in the Eucharist.  Dispel the darkness 
of the culture of death, for you are the life that shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.  
By the power of your Eucharistic Presence, help us to 
defend the life of every human person at every stage.  
Transform our hearts to protect and cherish all whose 
lives are most vulnerable.  For you are God, forever 
and ever.  Amen.” 
 

*Bishop Burbridge is Chairman of the USCCB 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR SAINTS 
 

S . P   A   
F  D  O  19 

1499-1562 
 
 St. Peter of Alcantara was born in 
Alcantara, Spain in 1499. His father was 
the Governor of the province and his 
mother came from a noble family. He was 
privately tutored and attended the 

University of Salamanca. After he returned home 
from university, he was accepted as a Franciscan Friar 
of the Stricter Observance in 1515. He was ordained 
as a priest in 1524 and in 1525 he became Guardian of 
the friary of St. Mary of the Angels.  
 Throughout his life, St. Peter of Alcantara took up 
his spiritual cross and preached with great success to 
the poor, but also spent much of his time in solitude. 
From 1553 to early 1555, he spent this time alone in 
meditation and prayer. Soon following, St. Peter made 
a pilgrimage to Rome, barefoot the entire way. While 
in Rome he obtained permission from Pope Julius III 
to establish friaries. 
 St. Peter was known for frequently experiencing 
ecstasy, a state where he was entirely consumed with 
the warmth and light of the Holy Spirit. These 
euphoric moments were common during his prayer 
and meditation.  
 When he was near death, St. Peter took to his 
knees and prayed. When he was offered water, he 
refused it, saying, "Even my Lord Jesus Christ 
thirsted on the Cross." He died while in prayer on 
October 18, 1562. On April 18, 1622, he was declared 
blessed by Pope Gregory XV and later canonized by 
Pope Clement IX on April 28, 1669.     ©LPi 

Sunday: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr;    
  Columbus Day 
Tuesday: St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of 
  the Church  
Wednesday: St. Hedwig, Religious; St. Margaret Mary 
  Alacoque, Virgin  
Thursday: St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr  
Friday:  St. Luke, Evangelist  
Saturday: Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, 
  Priests, and Companions, Martyrs;  
  St. Peter of Alcantara  
Next Sunday: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World  
  Mission Sunday       ©LPi 

Possessions 
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
When I was a kid, before smartphones and Amazon, it 
was the toy catalogs that we waited for.  
 

They arrived in the mail, smiling children’s faces 
splashed across the cover, like a silent promise that real 
happiness could be purchased within these magical 
pages. We fought over who got to look at them first. We 
imagined playtime with this Barbie or that Easy Bake 
Oven.  
 

Without realizing it, we expected that these toys — and 
the fun they would create out of thin air, the excitement 
they would inject into our days — would give us new 
lives. Make us new people.  
 

The toys we did get were fun enough, but they never 
made us new people. They never gave us new lives. 
And before long they broke or needed new batteries. 
They lost their allure, and they went to the attic. And 
then, many years later, when we got married or moved 
houses, we found them, and we sighed — more junk to 
get rid of. 
 

It’s the same now, thirty years later, as much as I hate 
to admit it. The catalogs have become social media, and 
the toys have become promotions or pay raises or home 
improvement projects. I scroll through the feed and my 
mind lights up. What if we had this? What if we could 
buy that? What if we could go there?  
 

The rich young man was not sad as he walked away 
from Jesus because he was losing his riches. He was 
sad because he wasn’t — because he couldn’t. He 
couldn’t give them up. Such is the dark magic of materi-
alism: it takes hold when you’re not looking. He thought 
he was being a good person and doing good things. But 
he had given his heart away, and he hadn’t given it to 
God. And now he couldn’t get it back. 
 

Whatever of this world we seek to possess — dollars, 
cars, clothes, prestige — will come to possess us, in the 
end.          
                    ©LPi 

The Feast of Ss. Isaac Jogues and 
Jean de Brebeuf & Companions 

O  14 
 

This week, we honor courage in the face of 
suffering, persecution, and sacrifice. Octo-
ber 14th is the feast of the first North American 
martyrs. Most famous among them is Isaac 
Jogues. The young priest left his role as 

college professor in France to become a missionary to 
the Huron tribe in what is now the northeastern Unit-
ed States. Fr. Jogues was captured by a warring tribe 
of Iroquois. He escaped just over a year later but not 
unscathed. Several of his fingers had been removed 
during torture in captivity. He returned to France, on-
ly to sail back to the New World, where he was later 
martyred. Fr. Jogues was one of eight Jesuit priests 
martyred over a seven-year period. They knew the 
dangers, yet pressed forward in love for Christ and his 
people. May we be inspired by their courage!  ©LPi
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Fiscal Year 7-1-24 to 6-30-25 Budgeted  Actual Over/Under YTD 

Offertory  Env. Used &  e-fund participants 245 110   

Offertory   $ 5,185.00    $ 6,428.44             1,243.44 5,252.42 

Energy, Coffee/Donuts, Flowers/Trees, Candles, Mass Intentions 472.00   481.00 9.00 1,771.80 

Fundraising: includes Budget Deficit envelope, CSA returned 1,673.00 567.00 (1,192.00) 2,770.34 

Bequests  139.00  349.00 

AOD Collections:  Priest Retirement Fund  150.00  1,033.63 

Holy Days:  All Souls  8.00  1,333.00 

CSA 2024   Pledged   69,560.34    Paid 63,945.34 

Financial Stewardship  Giving  -  Week Ending  Oct  5/6, 2024 

 

Visitation Spirituality Center  
(operated by the IHM Sisters) 

7227 Lahser Rd.  
Bloomfield Hills 48301 

 
The Visitation Center is available for a day away.  If 
you are looking for a contemplative space for prayer, 
study or personal reflection consider spending a day, 
or part of a day with us.  Just contact us in advance 
to make your reservation with a call to 248-433-0950 
or an email to  visitationnorth@ihmsisters.com (Free 
Will Offering) 
Spiritual direction, one day and ongoing programs 
are also offered. For more information or to register 
visit their website: visitationnorth.org. 

 
Attention all Catholic Married 

Couples … 
 
 Does your heart go out to couples experiencing 
struggles in their marriages? Would you like the 
opportunity to make a meaningful difference for 
couples who need help with their marriages? 
 If so, God may be calling you to explore the 
Archdiocese of Detroit's Marriage Coaching 
Ministry.  This Archdiocesan-sponsored ministry 
trains coaching couples to walk with couples in need. 
 Through a seven-session couple-to-couple 
mentoring format, a coaching couple will help 
couples in need understand and embrace God’s plan 
for their marriage and give them practical tools for 
realizing the fullness of Catholic life in their 
marriage. 
 To learn more about becoming a coaching 
couple, please contact David Grobbel at: 

Office of Family Ministry, Archdiocese of Detroit, 
at grobbel.david@aod.org or 313-237-5894. 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
 
Question: What was the fir st Native Amer ican 
language approved for translation for most parts of 
the Mass?      ©LPi Answer: Navajo 

RETREAT FOR SINGLES LATE 50’S AND ABOVE  
 

Are you looking for a renewed sense of  
purpose and belonging?  

 
Register today for a life-changing RENEW weekend 
retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, in DeWitt, MI 
(10 miles north of Lansing), on Nov 8-10, 2024. Take a 
chance and get involved... you won't regret it!  Cost is 
$235 for meals and a single room. 
Visit www.RenewRetreats.org, call 570-449-4858 for 
details or e-mail renewretreat.mi@gmail.com 
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