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From The Pastor 
    The Kingdom of God is often misunderstood as 
something we will experience in heaven. This is not the 
case. The Kingdom of God is the work Jesus began 
through the Incarnation. In Christ, God came to earth in 
the human-divine person of Jesus to bring the Divine 
reign into the world. Jesus worked tirelessly to reveal 
the true nature and identity of the living God. Jesus was 
very clear that to know him was to know the Father. To 
see him was to see the Father. To believe in Jesus was 
to believe in the Father through whom he was sent.  
    Jesus used every skill and talent he had as a human 
being to show us what a fully realized human being 
looks like. In the grace of his Divine nature, Jesus was 
not showing off how perfect a person he was. He was 
simply living up to the nature of his own being in the 
image of his Father’s love. Jesus is showing us by his 
example all that is possible when we devote ourselves 
to live from our deepest truest nature as beloved sons 
and daughters of our Father.  
     Jesus also lived the way he did to honor and give 
glory to the Father. It was the deepest desire of Jesus to 
reveal the Father to the world. Jesus offered every 
ounce of himself in self-giving love to fulfill the 
Father’s will. What is the will of the Father? That we 
become one with the Father through our faith in the Son 
whom He sent. Throughout his life, Jesus dealt with 
every tension and challenge of sin that we ourselves 
encounter. He was rejected, criticized, humiliated, 
called the Devil, and was ultimately killed. In the face 
of all these lies, Jesus responded to human sin and 
disorder with understanding, compassion, forgiveness, 
and mercy. Always with a call to conversion that 
humanity might awaken to the gift of God promised in 
our redemption.  
    This theme is shared in the readings today. At the 
end of the Church year, we are reminded of the 
necessity to prepare for the coming of the Lord. The 
tone is not one of anxiety and fear, but one of loving 
devotion with hopeful longing to finally meet the Lord 
face to face. We all know that death is inescapable and 
one day we will meet the Lord. In wisdom, the Church 
alerts us to live generously the ways of the gospel as 
modeled by Jesus so that on that eternal day we are 
readily received by the Lord our God.  
    The first reading offers an image of the faithful and 
resourceful wife. She is a prize to her husband not only 
in her love, but also for her effective and resourceful 
running of the household. She uses her skills wisely and 
generously with love and devotion to honor God in her 

role as spouse and mother. Her skills turn a nice profit 
for the home even as she reaches out to the poor and the 
needy. The woman is an image of a mature person 
living in a way that honors God, serves others, and 
makes good use of her skills and talents. Her value is 
beyond any worldly treasure.  
    The gospel offers the same image with a different 
twist. Note that this is a parable. It is a story that causes 
us to ponder the mystery of God and his Kingdom. The 
verse is omitted today, but the parable begins with the 
common phrase, ‘the Kingdom of God is like...’ The 
Kingdom is like a rich man going on a long journey 
who distributes his wealth to others in the hopes it may 
grow in value in his absence. It is implied that Jesus is 
the rich man who leaves his skill set, talents if you will, 
to bring forth his Kingdom. The long journey is Jesus 
who ascended to heaven after the Resurrection. The 
talents are left behind so that we who profess his name might 
work as he did to bring his Kingdom into the world.  
    It could sound like Jesus is the CEO of Kingdom 
Coming Inc. This is not the case. That talents represent 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, Christian virtues given to each 
according to their ability. These talents are not small 
amounts. A talent would be comparative to a thousand 
dollars. The first person was given five talents. That is 
more money than anyone made in a year’s salary. The 
point being, God has not left us empty handed to do the 
work of bringing his Kingdom to the world.  
    The tension is raised in how the talents are used, or 
not. The faithful disciple will bear good fruit 
multiplying what has been given. The Master is 
honored and his work accomplished whereby this 
servant is given even more to bear greater fruit.  
    The last servant is given only one talent. God is 
ready to use all of us who profess his name, each to our 
ability. The one talent is not stingy, it is prudent. 
Everyone has some talents or gifts of the Spirit as a 
person of faith. This last servant lived in fear and 
laziness. His talent bore no good fruit, only returned 
after safe keeping. This approach gains a strong 
reaction from the Master. What this one had, likely 
unaware, was taken away and given to the one with five talents.  
    The message is obvious. God has blessed each of us 
abundantly, even in ways we have yet to realize. Too 
many live selfish self-contained lives. Search your life. 
What spiritual gifts do you have that the world needs? 
All the gifts are needed to bring about the Kingdom. Do 
not simply return them to God unused. The Giver of the 
gifts has strong feelings about that.  
         Father John Esper.  

 

 
 

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Community 
 

Madison Heights, MI   www.stvincentferrer.net 
 

     



Page 2 St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church 
MONDAY, November 20, 2023    
8:00am Mass: Christopher Hudy
(Special Intention) req. by Mom 
TUESDAY, November 21, 2023   
8:00am Mass: All deceased popes, 
cardinals & bishops 
WEDNESDAY, November 22, 2023  
8:00am Mass:  Margaret Vogel† req. by Fr. John 
THURSDAY, November 23, 2023 THANKSGIVING 
9:00am Mass: Volunteers and Beneficiaries of St. Vincent 
de Paul Ministry 
SATURDAY, November 25, 2023 
4:00pm Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Donna Dietrich† req. by Family 
Peter Conway (Special Intention) req. by Mom 
Health & Healing for Greg req. by Bernadette Gutowski 
Paul Morello† req. by Dominick & Rosemary Lopez 
Rick & Toni Pasiak (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
SUNDAY, November 26, 2023  
9:00am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Susan Corrigan† req. by Nancy Sadowski 
Genevieve Kairis† req. by Family 
Cathy McCarthy† req. by Corrine McCarthy 
Joseph Dong Kim Pham† req. by Pham Family 
Joseph & Maria Manh†req. by Ryan Vu Family 
Barbara Merchel† req. by Family 
Fr. John Esper (continued healing) req. by Bernadette 
Gutowski 

Dൺංඅඒ Mൺඌඌ  
 

8:00am Monday thru Thursday   

Wൾൾ඄ൾඇൽ Mൺඌඌൾඌ  
 

Saturday  -  4:00pm   

Sunday  -  9:00am  
Church doors open 1/2 hour before Mass begins 

 
Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍ ඈൿ Rൾർඈඇർංඅංൺඍංඈඇ 

Saturdays  3:00  -  3:45pm  
in Adoration Chapel 

 

Only one person allowed in chapel at a time.    Persons 
seeking Sacrament of Reconciliation will be allowed in 

church to line up at 3:00pm 
 

Live Streaming of Mass  
Monday thru Thursday 8:00am and 

Sunday 9:00am 
 

Adoration on Tuesdays  
8:45am to 10:00am 

 

Livestream of Rosary on Thursday 
following Mass 

 

Search for St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church (in 
Madison Heights) on youtube to find our channel or 

connect via our APP or website 

ST VINCENT FERRER PARISH OFFICE 
 

28353 Herbert St., Madison Heights, MI  48071 
248-542-8720    Fax 248-542-8721     
Website: www.stvincentferrer.net 

 

  Pඉකඑඛඐ Oඎඎඑඋඍ Sඝඕඕඍක H඗ඝකඛ  
 

Monday through Thursday  
9am to Noon  -  1:00pm to 4:30pm,  

Friday 9-Noon 
Closed Saturday & Sunday 

 

Parish Office Staff 
 Reverend John C. Esper, Priest in Solidum 
 Deborah Tourville, Bus. Mgr/Adult Faith Formation 
 Sheryl Brown, Parish Secretary/Bulletin  
 Jim Balistreri, Music Coordinator 
 Mary Ann Przybysz, Evangelical Charity Coordinator/ 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults(OCIA) Coordinator 
 Carl Copen, Facilities Supervisor 
 Alex Mototolea, Maintenance 
 

Faith Formation Office   
248-398-1743 

Matthew Zinser, Childhood Faith Formation Coordinator 
 

For  information on Baptisms, OCIA and  
Funerals contact the Parish Office  248-542-8720 

November 19 
 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-
  2, 3, 4-5 (see 1a)/1 Thes 5:1-6/ 
  Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21  
Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Ps 
  119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158/Lk  
  18:35-43  
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk  
  19:1-10 
Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b  
  and 15/Lk 19:11-28  
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/ 
  Lk 19:41-44  
Friday:  1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chr 29:10bcd, 
  11abc, 11d-12a, 12bcd/Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 
  19/Lk 20:27-40  
Next Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 
  (1)/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46 

LIVE 
STREAMING 

In observance of the 
holiday,  

the Parish Offices will be 
closed Thursday  and 

Friday this week, 
November 23 and  

November 24. 
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Saturday, December 9th 4:00pm 
Fr. John’s 40th Anniversary of  

Ordination & Vocations Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in celebrating  
Fr. John’s 40th Anniversary of Ordination  

as a priest of the Archdiocese of Detroit.   
Mൺඌඌ 4:00ඉආ ංඇ ർඁඎඋർඁ 

Dංඇඇൾඋ 5:30ඉආ ංඇ ඌඈർංൺඅ ඁൺඅඅ 
 

Menu: country baked chicken, breaded pork cutlets, 
mostaccioli,  mashed potatoes, salad, rolls,  
veggies, hors d’oeuvres, dessert and beverages 

 

Following dinner guests will be entertained by 
famed Catholic illusionist, Giancarlo Bernini, who 
appeared on Penn & Teller’s “Fool Us”. He has 
astounded international audiences with an incredible 
show experience and has appeared on multiple 
national television programs. 

Tickets:  $35 per person  
No tickets available at the door. 

 

Purchase tickets TODAY after Mass in back of 
church or at the Parish Office during the week. 

lÉâ tÜx |Çä|àxw àÉ  

TwäxÇà gxt 
gÉÑ|v yÉÜ exyÄxvà|ÉÇM 

`tÜç? g{x cxÜyxvà V{Ü|áà|tÇ 
fâÇwtç? WxvxÅuxÜ F? ECEF   

E ÑÅ àÉ GÑÅ  @  TwÅ|Ç|áàÜtà|ÉÇ UÄwzA 
 

 It will be a prayerful, peaceful, relaxing 
atmosphere in which you can escape the hustle 
and bustle of the holiday season for a few hours.  
Join with friends to reflect upon Mary, the Mother 
of Our Lord, Jesus, the true reason for the season. 
 If you would like to host a table, or be a guest 
at someone’s table, you will be able to sign up 
after Masses on November 11/12, 18/19  & 25/26 
or you can call the Parish Office.   

RSVP by November 27th. 

M@SS 9[m, Thurs^[y, Nov. 23r^ 
 

The collection on Thanksgiving Day will support the 
work of  the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry. 

 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
 
 

This Thanksgiving, let us remember all the good things, 
and people, who have come into our lives. We focus on 
thanking each one who has helped us, and ultimately 
thank God for the good gifts of this world.  Let us pray... 
 

God our Father, 
Graciously accept from your humble people a 
thankful heart and spirit.  Everything we have and 
are able to share with others ultimately comes from 
your love of your creations.  Often we think that 
everything we have is our own creation; we ask you 
this day to create in us a spirit of gratitude, that we 
may always know that all good gifts come from you. 
We ask this through Christ our brother, in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.      ©LPi 

 

HEALING MASS    
 

NEXT  SATURDAY  
 

NOVEMBER 25, 2023    
   4:00pm 

 

Fr. John will administer the Sacrament 
of the Sick after Mass.    

Prayer teams will be available for 
individual prayer. 

Anointing 
of the Sick 

 
To be sure that Christmas 

donations are properly 
credited for Christmas, 

please do not submit them 
until after December 8th. 

Adorers needed  
 

During Advent, hours for 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Tuesdays, 

December, 5, 12 & 19 are being 
extended until Noon. 

 

We need people to commit to 
keeping Jesus company during 
those hours.  Please sign up on 
the sheet near the Herbert St. 

entrance. 
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Pray for...all government leaders to seek wisdom in 
finding a peaceful solution to world tensions. 
...medical and humanitarian aid for those suffering from 
economic hardship due to catastrophic weather, fires, 
floods, earthquakes and disasters 
...the safety of men and women dedicated to protecting 
lives and freedom. 
...the homeless, the addicted and all who are suffering 
physically, spiritually, mentally, and emotionally 
...all who are sick, homebound, undergoing or 
recovering from surgery, medical procedures, treatments 
or testing, and those who have made specific prayer 
requests 

Lord Jesus, 
   You are the Divine Physician and Healer.  To You, we lift 
up in prayer all who are lonely, homeless, sick or addicted; 
all who are unemployed or underemployed;  all who are 
anxious or depressed and all who are suffering in any way 
spiritually, physically or emotionally.  In their pain and 
brokenness, we ask that you bring them the comfort of your 
loving presence.  In You, may they find strength for the day 
and hope for the journey.  Amen 

Our giving tree has two options this year.  You are invited to 
take a tag from the giving tree in church or you can go to our 
website to make online purchases.  Gifts with tags must be 
returned UNWRAPPED WITH THE TAG and placed in the 
coordinated boxes in church by the end of Mass on Dec. 10th.  
Online purchases must be received in the Parish Office by 
Noon on Friday, Dec. 8th.  Gift cards are to be put in an 
envelope with the charity’s name on it and dropped in the 
collection basket by Dec. 10th or at the Parish Office by Noon 
on Dec. 8th. Gifts will be distributed on December 11th. The 
requested items are below:   

MARY’S CHILDREN FAMILY CENTER 
Green Christmas Tree Tags 
Requesting gift cards to Costco, Gordon Food 
Service, Kroger, Meijer 
 

OAKLAND COUNTY JAIL OUTREACH  MINISTRY 
Yellow Star Tags 
Requesting  gift cards to Meijer 
 

SANCTUM HOUSE 
Orange Mitten Tags 
Requesting cases of toilet paper, Kleenex, paper 
towels, Large containers of regular ground coffee, 

Large containers of sugar, sweetener and powdered 
creamer, Laundry detergent and dryer sheets, Gift cards 
to Meijer, Walmart, Target, Kroger 

 

POPE FRANCIS CENTER 
Blue Snowman Tags 
Requesting the following items for both men and 
women: warm winter hats, skull caps, gloves, 
scarves, thick boot socks, white socks, hand 

warmers, foot warmers, also needed are men’s thermal 
underwear sets only in sizes small, medium, 3XL, 4XL, 
women’s thermal underwear sets in sizes small thru 2XL,  
men’s sweat suit sets only in sizes small, medium and 
4XL, women’s sweat suit sets in sizes small thru 2XL,  
men’s underwear only in sizes medium, large, 1XL. 2XL, 
3 XL, women’s underwear in sizes small thru 2XL 

NOV 25 TO DEC 10 

Sunday: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: The Presentation of the Blessed   
  Virgin Mary  
Wednesday: St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr  
Thursday: St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr; St.   
  Columban, Abbot; Bl. Miguel Agustin  
  Pro, Priest and Martyr; Thanksgiving Day 
Friday:  St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest, and   
  Companions, Martyrs  
Saturday: St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin   
  and Martyr 
Next Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the   
  Universe                     ©LPi 

Tips to Help Seniors Get Enough 
Water Throughout the Day 

 

 Water is essential for keeping our bodies functioning 
correctly. Dehydration is one of the most frequent causes 
of hospitalization for persons over 65. This is due to the 
decrease in kidney function, body water content, and 
less ability to notice changes in temperature, and a 
decreased sense of thirst. 
 Dehydration can cause weakness, fatigue, dizziness, 
headaches, confusion, forgetfulness, elevated heart rate, 
and constipation. Warning signs of dehydration include 
feeling tired or dizzy, thirst, darker urine, headaches, dry 
mouth, or increase in temperature, breathing, and heart 
rate. 
 To help you get enough water throughout the day 
ask your doctor what your fluid amounts should be as 
some people have heart failure or kidney disease and 
would have some restrictions. Do not wait until you are 
thirsty, always keep a container of water at hand. You 
can always add flavors to the water in the form of fruits, 
vegetables, or flavored drink mix. Drink a variety of fluids 
to stay hydrated. Juice, decaffeinated beverages, soups, 
and vegetables all offer fluids. For a treat you might try 
smoothies, frozen juice pops, Italian ices or sorbet to 
help you meet your goals. Remember dehydration starts 
before you get thirsty!          Angela Maynard 

Parish Nurse 

Hosts Needed for Traveling Vocations Chalice  
 

Individuals and families are needed  to host the 
Traveling Vocations Chalice for a one week 

commitment to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood.  Sign up sheets 

are at the table outside the chapel wall  
near the Herbert door entrance. 
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP &  
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
 

Saturday, November 25, 2023 at 9am 
Faith Formation Office in School 
 
 

The men’s fellowship group gathers for 
a scripture reflection/sharing every other Saturday.  All 
men are welcome.  No registration needed. 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 
God entrusts special gifts to each of us, but they are not 
gifts to be hoarded and hidden. Let’s work each and 
every day to multiply those gifts in the world.   ©LPi 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK FOR REFLECTION 
 
First Reading:  Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/ 
Proverbs describes the ideal wife who runs her 
household with wisdom and grace. How would you 
describe your household growing up?  
 

Second Reading:  1 Thes 5:1-6 
Paul reminds the Thessalonians to stay alert and 
sober for the day when the Lord Jesus will return. 
Why do you think the date of this event is hidden 
from us?  
 

Gospel: Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21   
Jesus teaches about the importance of using our God 
given gifts faithfully and prudently in the parable of the 
talents. What gifts have you used well in your life?   ©LPi 

 
 

 

November 25/26, 2023 
Mass 4:00pm  9:00am  
    
Sacristan  D Tourville L Yolkiewicz 
    
Reader #1 T Riley A Goll 
Reader #2 D Tourville L Yolkiewicz 
    
EME T Riley A Goll 
  M Simmons P Miles 
  R Pasiak M Waskowski 
    
Greeters L Collins S Boseƫ 
  R Bertolini T Lane 
  R Juska-Svoba B Turchin 
  L Proszkowski J Turchin 
Traveling Chalice Host beginning week of November 25/26 

Sally & Gene Bosetti 

2  During the month of 
November, the Book of Life, 
remembering our beloved deceased 
will be displayed in church. In it, you 
will find the names of the deceased 
of our parish and those whose 
funerals were celebrated at St. 
Vincent Ferrer this past year.   
 You are invited to write in the names 
of your deceased loved ones for our 
remembrance. 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

Aඇඈංඇඍංඇ඀ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Sංർ඄ 
 
Question:  If it isn’t only for people who are dying, 
when should someone receive the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick? 
 

Answer: One of the unfor tunate realities in the 
Church today is that so few people understand the 
meaning and value of the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick, largely because so many people still 
mistakenly think of this sacrament as “Last Rites” or 
“Extreme Unction.” 
 In his life and ministry, Jesus healed the sick. In 
this sacrament, the Church continues the healing 
mission of Jesus and, in hope, prays that God will 
grant healing to the person who is suffering. But even 
if there is no physical healing, the sacrament offers 
spiritual healing through the Holy Spirit’s gifts of 
peace and courage. And so, anyone who is living with 
serious illness (including emotional or psychological 
illness) and the elderly are encouraged to celebrate this 
sacrament when it is needed. 
 The ritual for Anointing of the Sick does also 
include special prayers and blessings for those who are 
facing death, including viaticum (communion given to 
the dying, trusting that the Lord Jesus will be their 
companion along the way, as they make their final 
journey).             ©LPi 

 

 Begins Nov. 
26th 

 

Families and individuals are needed to 
light the Advent Wreath Candles.   

Please sign up at the table outside the 
chapel by the Herbert St. entrance. 
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR SAINTS…     
 

Sൺංඇඍ Cൾർංඅංൺ | Nඈඏൾආൻൾඋ 22 
 

 Saint Cecilia’s story, like many of the 
earliest saints’, is largely apocryphal and 
legendary in nature. According to tradition, 
Cecilia was born to a wealthy and prominent 
Roman family. Though she had consecrated 
her virginity to the Lord, she was married to a 
man named Valerian. It is said that she was 
“singing in her heart to the Lord” at her 
wedding. She confessed her promise of 
virginity to her new husband revealing that an 

angel protected her. Valerian would honor her vow only if 
he too could see the angel. Cecilia told him he would see 
the angel if he was baptized, which he went to do immediately. 
When he returned to her, he saw the angel beside her. 
Cecilia also converted Valerian’s brother, Tiburtius. 
 Unfortunately, it was a turbulent time in Rome for 
Christians. Valerian and Tiburtius were martyred for 
burying the bodies of Christians, which was illegal. Cecilia 
was also targeted for her faith. First authorities attempted 
to suffocate by locking her in the bath in her home and 
overheating the room. Some accounts say that she didn’t 
break a sweat and even began to sing. They then sent in 
an executioner to behead her, but he faltered and was unable to 
complete his task, only succeeding in mortally wounding 
her. She remained alive for three days before she died. 
 The saint’s body was exhumed twice, first by Pope 
Paschal I in 821, then by Cardinal Sfondrato in 1599. Both 
times her body was found incorrupt, the first saint to 
exhibit this extremity. St. Cecilia is the patron saint of 
music and musicians.      ©LPi 

A Thank You Note from the Wee Care Director 
 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you so very, very much for all of the beautiful 
baby gifts you collected for my Wee Care little ones!  I 
can’t begin to thank you! 
   Everything was perfect!  The sleepers & outfits were 
adorable.  The onesies, bibs, hats, mittens & receiving 
blankets were so cute and the diapers, wipes, bottles 
and lotions were so needed. 
    The handmade afghan and sweater sets were so 
pretty!.  I can only imagine the time and love that went 
into creating them. 
    Thank you also for the $ 80 cash and $25 gift card 
that bought a carseat for a mom who neded it 
desperately  -  wouldn’t let her leave the hospital without one! 
    As I said, everything was perfect from the tiny 
preemie outfit to the comforter set.  Some very special 
babies will be warm this winter thanks to you!  God 
bless you!        Karen 

Lifespan Christmas Cards will be available next weekend—Nov. 25/26 

VERSE: 
May the Spirit of Christmas be with you 

The Gift cherished 
Its Hope brighter 

Its Peace enduring and 
Its Reverence for Life celebrated 

As we rejoice in the Birth of our Savior. 
`xÜÜç V{Ü|áàÅtá 

$16 per pkg. 
pf 20 

 
Actual size 

5 5/8  X 7 7/8 
  

VERSE: 
May you have 
The joy of life 

The blessing of hope 
And the peace of his love 

During this holy season and always 
j|á{|Çz çÉâ t `xÜÜç V{Ü|áàÅtá 

 

$8 per pkg. 
of 10 

 
Actual size 
6 1/4 x 4 5/8 

All cards are made in the U.S.A. 

Your purchase of LIFESPAN Christmas Cards  
represents supportsfor the pro-life activities, education 

and materials offered during the coming year. 

 

Kindness- Week 2 
  
Much is asked of us this time of year. This can cause an 
increase in stress and anxiety. Remember a benefit of 
performing acts of kindness by word or by deed can 
decrease this stress and anxiety. Studies show people 
who express gratitude experience improved sleep, 
increase stress tolerance, and help you develop more 
meaningful relationships. By now you have had the 
opportunity to pick up some business cards with kind 
messages. Some give you an idea of kindness and some 
have inspirational or grateful words, or a few are blank, so 
you can write your own message. Whatever you do the 
goal is to make a difference in someone’s day but also to 
encourage others to pay it forward. I want to share a story 
someone saw recently involving the Pope. A young man 
who attended the recent Vatican council needed a note 
from the pope for his work. The Pope of course gave him 
the note. In return the young man gave the Pope a 
kindness card. The message thrilled the Pope and he said 
he was uplifted from this simple act. Everyone benefits 
from kindness. Thank you, you all inspire others to 
become better. 

Angela Maynard  
Parish Nurse 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP  
Fiscal Year 7-1-23 to 6-30-24 Budgeted  Actual Over/Under YTD 

Offertory  Env. Used &  e-fund participants 245 100   
Offertory  (including loose cash) $   5,293.00      $ 4,913.97             (379.03) (2,380.33) 
Energy  289.00 132.00                        (157.00) (843.08) 
Other: Coffee & Donuts, Flowers, Memorial Trees, Candles $  1,115.39 33.00 (1,239.39) (19,372.16) 
Mass Intentions n/a 80.00  2,020.00 
AOD Collections:  Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan n/a 55.00  55.00 
Holy  Days: All Saints, All Souls, Immaculate Conception n/a 116.00  2,575.00 

Budget deficit donations  237.00  1,864.37 

Thanksgiving Basket Monetary Donations  360.00  360.00 

Financial Stewardship  Giving  -  Week Ending November 11/12 

 MASS SCHEDULES 
 

National Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica 
2100  W. 12 Mile, Royal Oak, 48073 

 

SATURDAY- 8:30am and  
4:30pm (livestreamed)  

SUNDAY-7:30am, 9:30am (livestreamed) , 11:30am  
4:00pm (Spanish-livestreamed), and 6:00pm    

 

WEEKDAYS (Monday - Friday) 
6:30am (livestreamed), 8:30am 

 

St. Justin, St. Mary Magdalen 
1631 E. Elza Hazel Park, 48030 (St J) 

50 E Annabelle Ave. Hazel Park, 48030 (St MM) 
 

SATURDAY - 4:00pm - St. Justin  
SUNDAY - 9:00am & 11:00am - St. Mary Magdalen 

 

MON-WED &  FRI- 9:00am - St. Justin 
 

St. Mary 
730 S. Lafayette, Royal Oak, 48067 

 

SATURDAY - 4:30pm 
SUNDAY - 9:00am, 11 am 

MON, TUES, THURS, FRI - 7:30am 
WED - 12:10pm 

 
33RD SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY 
TIME 

 
 When I was a kid, I 

hated playing Monopoly because my siblings and 
friends always seemed to win. But worse was how it 
happened. Scared to risk my fake money on buying 
properties, I’d hold on to it. My opponents hungrily 
bought up the various real estate squares on the board. 
Then, inevitably, my poor, low-equity self would land 
on their spots, pay them rent, and my money would 
drain to zero. It seemed so unfair. The rich get richer, 
and the poor get poorer. I had to learn that monopoly 
money is meant to be spent. I was scared to lose some 
of it. So, I lost all of it.  
 How do we see what we possess? Jesus’ parable 
about the talents is not really about economics but 
about the investability of everything he entrusts to us. 
How marvelous that everyone in the fable who places 
talents in the open market doubles their investment. 
The only one who doesn’t is the man who fearfully 
buries his one talent. Jesus’ success strategy for us 
seems to be, whatever we have, get it out of our 
possession. Risk it as quickly and as fully as we can.  
  You and I have precious gifts. We have valuable 
things to invest — time, talents, treasure. The Lord 
invites us to be brave and even somewhat reckless, to 
give as much away as possible. If we give it away in 
the direction of love and truth, it will grow. If we hold 
on to it in fear, the little we have will be taken away. 
Let me challenge you this week: find something in 
your life you’re holding on to, and risk it by giving it 
away. It won’t double if you hold on to it.     

 - Father John Muir   
 ©LPi 

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in 
darkness, for that day to 
overtake you like a thief. 

For all of you are children of the light  
and children of the day.  

(1 Thes 5:4-5) 
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