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From the Pastor 
    The Christian life is a commitment of love. 
Commitment in our increasingly secular culture is 
fraught with countless and contradicting challenges. So 
much in our consumer culture of technology and 
immediate gratification works against the commitment 
of strong personal relationships of love. It should be 
clear to any believer that our commitment of love is to 
a person, Jesus Christ whom we proclaim as Lord and 
Redeemer through the mystery of the Cross.  
    The mature Christian believes in a God of love 
expressed in three ways of being. Traditionally we 
experience God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
whereby the Father creates, the Son redeems, and the 
Holy Spirit sanctifies. The Holy Spirit fills us with the 
life of God revealed in the power of the Incarnate Risen 
Christ. Faith is a personal relationship with Jesus who 
humbly accepted our human flesh to reveal the 
immediate presence of the invisible, transcendent 
Godhead.  
    Our commitment to the Christian way is grounded in 
a secure trust with love for God who created us freely 
and willingly out of love as a perfect gift. God first 
loved us and confirmed that love in the redemption of 
the Lord Jesus. If you say you are a Christian, you are 
saying you love God, you commit to loving Jesus and 
his way of life, and that you believe in the presence and 
action of the Holy Spirit. These are non-negotiable 
realities of any professed Christian.  
    The scriptures today challenge us to the cost of 
following Jesus. Those committed to love do not follow 
their own way, but the way of the beloved. Marriage is 
a good example. To marry another is a clear 
commitment to be for the other person with your whole 
self. Sacrifices are made, plans are compromised, or 
abandoned in the service of the other person. This is a 
mutual sharing of life grounded in love rather than an 
obedient servitude.  
    As Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, God is the 
origin and source of all love. We love God only in the 
realization that God first loved us. If we are loving God 
out of fear or obedience to avoid punishment, this is not 
a relationship that will bear any spiritual fruit. All our 
commitments of love flow from and are nourished by 
the love of God through the Lord Jesus.  
    When Jesus says we must ‘hate’ father, mother, 
children, sister, brother, and even our own life, he is 
telling us we must not be divided in our love. Love of 
God in Christ comes first. All other loves are reflected 
in and an expression of our love for God. The word 
hate in this context is an exaggeration to convey that 
nothing should be allowed to divide or stand in the 

place of our love for Christ. In this setting, hate means 
to prefer Christ less than other loves we may hold.  
    In today’s culture this feels radical. Who loves like 
that? This is the great tension. It does not mean we are 
to love the bonds of marriage and family less, but that 
we love family and others as a gift of love given to us 
from the Lord Jesus. The model and example of this 
love is built on self-giving surrender for others as 
Christ has done for us. This is called the way of the 
Cross as we yield to the needs of others out of love.  
    How do we find our way on such a path? Prayer is an 
indispensable necessity in the Christian life. There are 
many ways to pray. Most importantly, prayer must be 
sincere and open to the vulnerable reality of our human 
nature in a way that we are able to experience the 
presence of God. Prayer is a relationship and friendship 
with Jesus. Personal prayer is different than saying 
prayers. When you fell in love with your spouse, you 
went deep inside yourself and felt a vulnerable but open 
desire to be all in for your beloved. You felt that love 
deeply and it changed you. Your life was changed 
forever.  
    True conversion is ultimately a matter of falling in 
love. To fall in love with Jesus is to pray deeply as you 
open yourself to the reality of his love for you. There 
are helps along the way, but only you can know and 
decide how to do that with Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
Through prayer a mindfulness for God is created. In 
marriage you have a mindfulness for your spouse. They 
are in you. They are always with you. Children are the 
same. Bonds of love create personal mindfulness.  
    What is your mindfulness of Christ? This is an act of 
discipline built on love. It means working God into the 
mindfulness of your daily activity, no matter what you 
are doing. Such mindfulness unites the spiritual world 
with the material world. The spiritual is seen, felt, and 
realized in the activities of material daily living. God, 
faith, and the Christian life will never be realized 
through Sunday Mass alone. Falling in love with Jesus 
was the way of the first disciples. They loved the 
person of Jesus in the flesh. We are to do the same 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
    This is the life of the Cross that Jesus invites us to 
share with him in joy and in the challenges. This 
commitment only make sense with a true and 
committed love for Jesus in the deep awareness of his 
love for you. Trying to make it work without active 
love for God and others is more foolish than trying to 
push a car with four flat tires. Wind of the Spirit, fill me 
with love for Jesus in all I do.  
             Father John Esper 
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MONDAY, September 5, 2022   Labor Day 
9:00am Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
TUESDAY, September 6, 2022 
8:00am Mass:  Paul Halkey† req. by Mary Jane Guc 
WEDNESDAY, September 7, 2022 
8:00am Mass: Christopher Hudy (Special Intention) req. by Mom 
THURSDAY, September 8, 2022  
8:00am Mass: Linda & James Lane req. by Terry Lane 
SATURDAY, September 10, 2022  
4:00pm Mass: Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Peter Conway req. by Mom 
Gigi Cooper† req. by Bill & Mary Beth Hochstetler 
Shirley Novak† req. By Dolores Bail 
SUNDAY, September 11, 2022 
9:00am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Vincent Ferrer 
Jean-Claude Elie, MD† req. by Fr. John Esper 
Veronica Gauron† req. by Andrew & Leny Lechniak 
Cathy McCarthy† req. by Bill & Mary Beth Hochstetler 
Dolores Eslava† req. by Bene Anderson 

 

READINGS FOR  
THE WEEK OF  
Sept. 4, 2022 

 
Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-6, 12-17;  
 Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33 
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11, 
 or, for Labor Day, any readings from 
 the Mass “For the Blessings of Human 
 Labor,” nos. 907-911 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 
 6:12-19 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 
 6:20-26 
Thursday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;  
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12;  
 Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;  
 Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 
 19;  1 Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 [1-10] 

Dൺංඅඒ Mൺඌඌ  
 

8:00am Monday thru Thursday   

Wൾൾൾඇൽ Mൺඌඌൾඌ  
 

Saturday  -  4:00pm   

Sunday  -  9:00am  
Church doors open 1/2 hour before Mass begins 

 
Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍ ඈൿ Rൾർඈඇർංඅංൺඍංඈඇ 

Saturdays  3:00  -  3:45pm  
in Adoration Chapel 

 

Only one person allowed in chapel at a time.    Persons 
seeking Sacrament of Reconciliation will be allowed in 

church to line up at 3:00pm 
 

Live Streaming of Mass 
Monday thru Thursday 

8:00am and Sunday 9:00am 
 

One hour of Adoration on 
Tuesday following  

8am Mass  
 

Livestream of Rosary on Thursday following Mass 
 

Search for St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church (in 
Madison Heights) on youtube to find our channel 

or connect via our APP or website 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
ST VINCENT FERRER PARISH OFFICE 

 

28353 Herbert St., Madison Heights, MI  48071 
248-542-8720    Fax 248-542-8721     
Website: www.stvincentferrer.net 

 

  Pඉකඑඛඐ Oඎඎඑඋඍ Hඝකඛ  
 

Monday through Thursday  
9am to Noon  -  1:00pm to 4:30pm 
Closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

Parish Staff 
 Reverend John C. Esper, Priest in Solidum 
 Deborah Tourville, Business Manager/Spiritual  
  Direction 
 Sheryl Brown, Parish Secretary/Bulletin  
 Jim Balistreri, Music Coordinator 
 Mary Ann Przybysz, Evangelical Charity Coordinator/ 
  RCIA 
 Carl Copen, Facilities Supervisor 
 Alex Mototolea, Maintenance 
 

Fඉඑගඐ Fකඕඉගඑඖ 
 

For information on our Faith Formation Program contact 
the Parish office at 248-542-8720 

 

For  information on Baptisms, RCIA and  
Funerals contact the Parish Office  248-542-8720 

 

Happy Birthday 
Blessed Mother Mary! 

 

September 8th 
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A REFLECTIVE MORNING FOR SINGLES 
 
 September 18 is National Singles Day.  There will 
be a reflective morning after the 9:00am Mass with 
breakfast and a chance to look deeper into our 
relationship with God and our relationship with our 
own personal self.  Single people are often seeking for 
something or someone to fulfill their deepest 
longings. In a sense, everyone is seeking this. This 
morning is to help everyone, especially single people 
how to experience God in a deeper manner and how 
to experience the wounds and joys inside of us.  It will 
be a morning to learn how to meditate, to learn how to 
open up to our feelings,  and how to realize that we all 
are powerless over things and need to discover how to 
turn our powerlessness and helplessness over to God.  
In doing this we learn how to have better relationships 
with other people and learn how to have a better 
relationship with our own personal self.  This will be 
a profoundly inspiring morning.  
 This morning will be facilitated by Fred Cavaiani 
LLP, LMT.  Fred is a psychologist, marriage 
counselor and spiritual director. He has presented 
programs in over 150 parishes and in retreat houses 
throughout the United States.  He also conducts a 
meditation group each week for the past 23  years. He 
has been writing an article called the Counselor’s 
Corner for five Legal News Newspapers every two 
weeks for the past 23 years.  Fred is an inspiring 
speaker and helps people find new depth in their lives.   
This program will start immediately after Mass and 
end at 11:45 PM.    Welcome all single people for a 
chance to experience God. 
 

Jඈංඇ ඎඌ ඈඇ Sඎඇൽൺඒ, Sൾඉඍൾආൻൾඋ 18ඍඁ ൿඈඋ 
Mൺඌඌ, ൺ ඌඉൾർංൺඅ ൻඅൾඌඌංඇ ൿඋඈආ Fඋ. Jඈඁඇ,  

ൺ ർඈඇඍංඇൾඇඍൺඅ ൻඋൾൺൿൺඌඍ ൺඇൽ ൺ 
ඉඋൾඌൾඇඍൺඍංඈඇ ൻඒ Fඋൾൽ Cൺඏංൺඇං, LLP, LMT  

Cඈඌඍ ංඌ $10 ඉൾඋ ඉൾඋඌඈඇ ඉൺංൽ ංඇ ൺൽඏൺඇർൾ. 
 

To register:  You may sign up after  Mass in 
church back of church; register at the parish office 
during business hours or drop an envelope in the 
offertory basket indicating the Singles Celebration 
Day and include your name. 

M@SS  -  9@M 
 

“All labor that uplifts humanity has 
dignity and importance and  
should be undertaken with  

painstaking excellence.” 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

In observance of the holiday, the Parish 
office will be closed this Monday. 

S_pt. 5th 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Labor Day 
Thursday: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday: St. Peter Claver 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary  

Pray for 
 ....all government 
leaders to seek wisdom 
in finding a peaceful 
resolution to the 

Ukraine crisis. 
...medical and humanitarian aid for the wounded in 
Ukraine and the refugees fleeing the country. 
...the safety of men and women dedicated to 
protecting lives and freedom. 
...the homeless and all who are suffering physically 
and emotionally due to economic conditions. 
...all who are sick, homebound, undergoing or 
recovering from surgery, medical procedures, 
treatments or testing, and those who have made 
specific prayer requests. 
 

Lord Jesus, 
   You are the Divine Physician and Healer.  To You, we lift 
up in prayer all who aAre lonely, homeless, sick or 
addicted; all who are unemployed or underemployed;  all 
who are anxious or depressed and all who are suffering in 
any way spiritually, physically or emotionally especially 
during this crisis.  In their pain and brokenness, we ask that 
you bring them the comfort of your loving presence.  In You, 
may they find strength for the day and hope for the journey.  
                   Amen 

Requests 

SPIRITUAL BOQUETS FOR PRIESTS 
  
In honor of Priesthood Sunday, September 25, the 
Office of Priestly Vocations is inviting parishioners to 
offer a spiritual bouquet for their pastors and associate 
pastors. 

 To learn more and sign up, visit: 
 detroitpriestlyvocations.com/priesthood-sunday/. 
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EVANGELICAL SERVICE CORNER 

Fඌ Pඉඖගකඡ 
 

Parishioners in need of food at this time can contact Doris 
at St. Mary Magdalen Parish (248-542-8060) 

 

Eඡඍඏඔඉඛඛඍඛ ຺ Hඍඉකඑඖඏ Aඑඌ Cඔඔඍඋගඑඖ 
 

We continue to collect hearing aids and eyeglasses for 
the Lions Club. Donation boxes are at the church 
entrances.  Please do not leave eyeglass cases. 
 
Mඖගඐඔඡ CCSEM Sඍඖඑක Fඌ Cඔඔඍඋගඑඖ 

September 10/11 

Items requested: 
 

Individual lunchbox sized and packaged snacks like: 
Crackers, Granola bars, Cereal bars and Fruit snacks 
 

Canned Foods including:  
Soups, Stews, Chili, Ravioli, Spaghettios, Fruit, Vegetables 
 

Gift cards in any amount are especially appreciated 
and used to buy perishable foods from: 
Kroger, Meijer, Walmart or Target 

 

AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE  
HEALING CHRIST 

 

A Mൺඇඋൾඌൺ Sංඅൾඇඍ Hൾൺඅංඇ Rൾඍඋൾൺඍ 
 

Friday to Sunday  -  September 23-25, 2022 
 
 

   There are quiet places in our hearts where we have 
placed doubts, memories, fears and hurts which need the 
loving hand of Jesus to heal. Receive His embrace during 
a precious few days of quiet and serenity. It is a place of 
peace where we can light a path which can lead to 
freedom, forgiveness, healing. God is waiting for you. 
Don't miss the invitation. 

 
 

Directors: 
    Fr. John Esper &  
Debbie Tourville    

 
 

Weekend schedule:  
Registration, Friday 5:00pm 

 (Dinner 6:30pm) 
Closure of Retreat:  Sunday at Noon 

 

A nonrefundable deposit of $50 is required  
for this retreat 

 
You may register on line at www.manresa-sj.org 

For more information call 248.644.4933 

 
I   

H  M  
 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022  
7:00pm 

St. Vincent Ferrer Church 
28352 Herbert St. 

Madison Heights, MI  48071 
 

Presider: Fr. John Esper 
What is intergenerational healing? 

   
   

LIMITS 
 

 Today’s readings continue the theme of humility 
explored last Sunday. All three readings today encourage 
us to admit that we have limits, and God has none. The 
poignant poetry of Wisdom resonates with all of us who 
have ever struggled for peace in situations we cannot 
control: “For the corruptible body burdens the soul and 
the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has many 
concerns.” Saint Paul recognizes his own limitations, both 
physically (he is in prison) and spiritually: he cannot 
compel his friend to obey his wishes; he can only propose 
his request and respect Philemon’s free will. In the 
Gospel, Jesus reminds us that God alone can complete 
the good we wish to do in the world. While we thank God 
for the gifts we receive—and the families we love—we 
acknowledge that they are temporary, and humbly cling 
to God. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Parents who desire to have their infant or  toddler 
baptized can contact Mary Ann in the Parish Office at  

248-542-8720 to set up an appointment. 

Preparation 

 
 

September 10/11 
Mass Sat. 4 pm Sun 9 am 
   
Sacristan  D Tourville T Karolski 
   
Reader #1 P Miles A Goll 
Reader #2 D Tourville T Karolski 
   
EME M Hochstetler L Yolkiewicz 
 P Miles A Goll 
 T Riley D Gray 
   
Greeters L Proszkowski D Vu 
 K Heffber T Oparka 
 L Collins N Oparka 
 R Bertolini  T Lane 

 

Twenty-
third 

Sunday in 
Ordinary 

Time 
 

O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive 
true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
What would be true freedom for me? 
 
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 
reserved.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

PRAYER OF  
 

THE WEEK 
COME, FOLLOW ME 

    
  “Come, follow Me” was 
the invitation Jesus gave to 
those who would be in a 
new relationship with God 
through Him.   We who are 

members of the St. Vincent Ferrer community have 
also heard and responded to this invitation.  Our lives 
have been deeply touched by the Love of God 
celebrated here: through life-giving and healing 
sacraments,  faith-sharing community, outreach to 
those in need and in many other ways.  Is there 
someone whom you believe that God may be calling to 
share in this same life with us?  If so, pray that they 
hear Jesus’ invitation to them.   If the occasion arises, 
invite them to “Come and see” through our RCIA 
process facilitated by Mary Ann Przybysz.  Call (248)
542-8720 for further information. 

 

WEDNESDAY  
MORNING  

BOOK STUDY 
beginning 

Sept. 21, 2022 
 

The Return of 
the Prodigal Son  

A Story of  
Homecoming 

Henri  J.M. Nouwen  

In seizing the inspiration that came to 
him through Rembrandt’s painting of the 
Prodigal Son, Henri Nouwen probes 
different aspects of the parable from the 
gospel story: the younger son’s return, 
the father’s restoration of sonship, the 
elder son’s vengefulness, and the father’s 
compassion. Henri takes us on a journey 
of exploring themes of homecoming, 
aff irmation, and reconcil iation in l ight of 
the human condit ion.  

Series begins on Wednesday, September 
21st after the 8am Mass. A light breakfast 
will be served. Please call the parish office 
at 248-542-8720 to register. Books are 
available online through Amazon or other 
book dealers.   
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OUR FAMILY - MASS SCHEDULES 
 

National Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica 
2100  W. 12 Mile, Royal Oak, 48073 

SATURDAY 
8:30 am 

4:30 pm (livestreamed) and 6:30 pm 
 

SUNDAY 
7:00 am, 9:00 am (livestreamed)  

10:45 am,  12:30 pm,  
4:00 pm (Spanish-livestreamed), and 6:00 pm 

 

WEEKDAYS (Monday - Friday) 
6:30 am (Livestreamed), 8:30 am 

St. Justin, St. Mary Magdalen 
1631 E. Elza Hazel Park, 48030 (St J) 

50 E Annabelle Ave. Hazel Park, 48030 (St MM) 
SATURDAY - 4 pm - St. Justin  

SUNDAY - 9 am & 11 am - St. Mary Magdalen 
MON-WED, FRI- 9am - St. Justin 

No Mass on Thursday 
St. Mary 

730 S. Lafayette, Royal Oak, 48067 
SATURDAY - 4:30 pm 
SUNDAY - 9 am, 11 am 

MON, TUES, THURS, FRI - 7:30 am 
WED - 12:10 pm 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP  
Offertory Env. Distributed  & e-fund participants  
Aug 6/7 

727 

Offertory  Env. Used &  e-fund participants 83 

Total Amount in Offertory Env. & e-funds rec’d $   4,071.00       

Loose Cash /Check Collection 241.00 

Total  $   4,312.00       
Budgeted Amount for Offertory $   9,340.46      

Energy $        85.00               

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  
Wisdom asks us “Who can know 
God’s counsel, or who can conceive 
what the Lord intends?” If we put this 
in contemporary language, we might 
say “You haven’t got a clue!” There 
are times when none of us knows what 
is going on. Life is beyond our 
understanding. We seek loved ones, 

mentors, friends, spiritual directors, and therapists to 
help us comprehend. This is a common theme through 
all of today’s scriptures. Wisdom reminds us, “scarce 
do we guess these things on earth, and what is within 
our grasp we find with difficulty.” Psalm 90 pleads, 
“Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain 
wisdom of heart.” Saint Paul is speaking on behalf of 
Onesimus, and begging Philemon to welcome him. 
Luke’s Gospel is very challenging to hear. Today we 
see that not all the lessons we need to learn are pleasant 
or joyful, but they are timely.  
 

Mංඇංඌඍඋංൾඌ ൺඇൽ Cൺඅඅඌ Vඈർൺඍංඈඇඌ ൺඇൽ Aඏඈർൺඍංඈඇඌ  
 

Prior to this week’s Gospel, great crowds were 
beginning to follow Jesus. Excitement was building, as 
there were whispered conversations wondering if this 
were the long-awaited King that the Hebrews were 
hoping for. The crowd’s idea of a king was very 
different, however, from what Jesus was offering. The 
king they were waiting for was a high priest, a Messiah. 
This was not the kingdom that Jesus was preaching, but 
rather one of pain, of carrying one’s cross and 
burdens—a kingdom that one must not approach 
lightly, but make serious plans and efforts to help build. 
Too often we see this passage, thinking it harsh and 
referring only to those called to religious life. The truth 
is that we are all called to charity. Taking up our cross 
is not a call to suffer for the sake of suffering, but to 
pursue goodness and righteousness.  
 

Tඁൾ Cඈඌඍ ඈൿ Dංඌർංඉඅൾඌඁංඉ 
 

The Cost of Discipleship is the name of the powerful 
book written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the theologian 
who was killed in a Nazi death camp. Today we see 
breakdowns in family relationships over religion and 
politics. We see those who forget how to forgive, and 
those who were never taught how to love. Bonhoeffer 
offered a message that could be applied to any story 
right out of the evening news. He said that Christian 
love doesn’t distinguish between enemies, except that 
those who hate more bitterly are in greater need of love. 
Indeed, they should expect only unqualified love from a 
Christian. Bonhoeffer concludes that if one is not 
willing to love indiscriminately as a disciple of Christ, 
then one is not a Christian at all. When Jesus asks us 
today to take up our cross, he is asking us to take up the 
discipline of Christian love.                Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Free to love 
 

 St. Paul must have understood today’s Gospel very well. Like Jesus, he knew what being a 
disciple would cost. It landed him in prison. Yet he seems to have no regrets; he accepts that 
imprisonment as part of his discipleship. Also like Jesus, he is not afraid to ask others to take that 
discipleship seriously. And he is not ashamed to ask a favor: Would Philemon accept his runaway 
slave, Onesimus, back into his home? Not just as a slave, but as a member of his family. He 
shamelessly calls himself a prisoner for Christ five times in the short letter (three times in our 
reading). If that didn’t tug Philemon’s heartstrings, Paul also calls himself an old man. 

 In the Gospel, Jesus talks about the cost of discipleship. Paul takes that a step further; he reminds us to accept that 
cost freely. He could have ordered his friend to free the slave. Paul was an apostle, a leader in the early church. Instead 
of giving an order, he called on Philemon to respond freely to his request. Perhaps we can learn from that example. 
 Like Paul, when Jesus commands us to love one another, he leaves us free to accept that challenge. Remember, he 
always says, “Love one another, as I have loved you” (John 13:34). Jesus was never compelled to cure anyone or 
forgive their sins. No one ordered him to feed the hungry with loaves and fishes or raise Lazarus from the dead. Yet how 
often do we go to church because we were told we have to? Do we volunteer for the picnic only because the pastor 
twists our arm? Or do we love Jesus so much that we volunteer to help without being asked? Do we love Jesus enough 
to invite others to follow him? 
 We can live life just doing what we have to. Or when Jesus offers us a new motive—love for God because God loves 
us—we can choose to follow him freely. In John’s Gospel, there is no Agony in the Garden. He shows us that Jesus 
chose to obey his Father and willingly took up the cross. Let us ask the Spirit to fill us with the freedom to love. 

                Tom Schmidt, 
 Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
“Humility is a divine veil that 

covers our good deeds and 
hides them from our eyes.” 

 

—St. John Climacus 

 

Blood 
 

Drive 
 

Sunday, Sept. 18, 2022 
9am to 3pm 

St. Mary Church  
School Cafeteria 

730 S. Lafayette  -   Royal Oak 
 

To schedule an appointment, call 
248-547-1818, ext. 205 or 1-800-

RED CROSS or visit : 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter 

sponsor code: stmaryro. 
 

Save time by using RapidPass to 
complete your pre-donation reading 
and health history online before you 

come to your appointment.  Get 
started at RedCrossBlood.org/

RapidPass or by using the Blood 
Donor App. 



GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

HOPCROFT
FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

MADISON HEIGHTS
31145 John R.

(248) 585-7770
David A. Hopcroft
HAZEL PARK

23919 John R.

(248) 543-6687
Arthur Hopcroft, Founder (1924-2006)
Proud to be Family Owned & Operated

Serving the Community for over 60 years.

938750 St Vincent Ferrer Church

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-621-5197

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Elizabeth “Betty”
McEvoy E.A.

Individual and Small Business
Tax Returns

Home: (248) 589-2077
Cell: (248) 808-4353

1835 Windemere
Madison Heights, MI 48071

5% Donation to St. Vincent De Paul
upon any new completed return.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

MICHIGAN
Grosse Pointe Woods

20273 Mack Ave. • (313) 884-4144
Southfield

19355 W. Ten Mile • (248) 357-3399
Birmingham

33703 Woodward • (248) 642-5775

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

“We Care”

B & B COLLISION CORP.

HOURS M-F: 7 AM-5:30 PM
SAT: 9AM-12 NOON

248-543-2929
919 S. MAIN ROYAL OAK, MI

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Pre-Planning Available

EDWARD SWANSON AND 
SON FUNERAL HOME

Dequindre Rd. • 1 blk. S. of 13 Mi

(248) 588-5120
Dennis C. Swanson

DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
All Types of Plumbing Repairs
Sewers Cleaned Electrically

- 24 Hour Service -
10% Senior Disc./VISA/MC Accepted

— (586) 775-2441 —
Licensed Master Plumber

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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